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PREFACE 


TO FIFTH EDITION. 

"'HIS Handbook of Hall Marks, which was first 



JL issued in 1897, and republished later in an 
extended form in 1903, in 1907 and 1913, has now 
been again revised. Some eighty-two new marks 
have been added to this edition, thus bringing the 
various alphabets up to the present time. 

Especial care has been taken with reference to the 
shape of the shield or other form enclosing the 
various marks and letters; and, it is believed that 
these marks are accurate and reliable. It is hoped 
that this little work will be useful to all those who 
require, in a convenient form, information respecting 
the marks on gold and silver, for the purpose of 
readily fixing the date and office of assay of any 
piece of plate. 

Many of the letters included in the tables of 
London Assay Office letters were the copyright of 
the late Mr. W. J. Cripps, C.B., F.S.A., author of 
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PREFACE. 


“Old English Plate,” and by the courtesy and ex¬ 
press permission of his representatives they are used 
in this book. 

Our thanks are due to the assay masters, who have 
so kindly furnished information, to enable us to 
complete the various alphabets. 

The frontispiece is taken from a beautiful cake 
basket, made by Richard Richardson, and bearing 
the Chester hall marks for 1765-6. The two old 
spoons were made by Nathaniel Bullen, and 
stamped at Chester 1703-4. These three articles are 
in the possession of the Chester Assay Office. The 
gravy pot bears the London hall marks for 1786-7, 
and belongs to Major C. A. Markham. Inside this 
pot is a socket for holding a hot iron for keeping 
the gravy warm. 

In the larger work, “Hall Marks on Gold and 
Silver Plate,” royal octavo, to which this little volume 
is intended as an introductory handbook, will be 
found all the further information which collectors 
may desire on this subject. The latest edition of 
the larger work, the tenth, has been considerably 
enlarged, and contains a general introductory essay. 

Additional information which may be of assist¬ 
ance for future editions of this handbook will be 
gladly welcomed. 


C. A. M. 



TABLES OF DATE LETTERS 
OF ASSAY OFFICES. 


PACK 

LONDON.26 

BIRMINGHAM.42 

CHESTER.50 

EXETER.62 

NEWCASTLE.72 

SHEFFIELD.86 

EDINBURGH.98 

GLASGOW.110 

DUBLIN.134 

*** For other Towns see Index at end of volume. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Cake Basket. Chester Hall Marks for 1765-6. In the posses¬ 
sion of the Chester Assay Office. Frontispiece. 

Gravy Pot. London Hall Marks for 1786-7. Belonging to 
Major C. A. Markham. Facing page 1. 

Spoons. Chester Hall Marks for 1703-4. In the possession of 
the Chester Assay Office. Facing page 40. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


By far the most important of the English hall marks 
are those impressed in London, Probably out of 
every hundred pieces of silver plate in this country, 
ninety-nine were assayed at Goldsmiths’ Hall These 
marks are therefore first considered. 

Before proceeding to notice these marks in detail, 
however, we have placed a chronological table show¬ 
ing at a glance the different times at which the marks 
were introduced throughout England; or such of 
them as were adopted in conformity with an express 
enactment. 

Following this, we have a table showing the marks 
at present in use at all assay offices in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. And a similar table show¬ 
ing the marks used in 1701-2. 

Such notes on the several stamps are added, as 
are deemed necessary to enable those using the 
tables, to follow the various changes that have taken 
place in the number and shape of the assay marks. 

It will be noticed that in the various alphabets the 
sovereign's name appears at different times ; the ex¬ 
planation being that the date of the commencement 
of the reign may be before or after the date of the 
change of the annual assay letter. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF MARKS. 

1300 (28 Edw. I.). Leopard’s head. 

1336 (Ordinance of the Goldsmiths’ Company). 1. 

Leopard’s head crowned. 2. Owners’ or 
goldsmiths’ mark. 3. Assayer’s mark, or 
variable letter. 

1379 (2 Rich. II.). 1. Goldsmith’s, “his own 

proper mark.” 2. “ Mark of the city or 
borough.” 3. Assayer’s mark, “ appointed 
by the King.” 

1423 (2 Henry VI.). “Touch of the Leopard’s 

head,” and “Mark or touch of the work¬ 
man.” 

1477 (17 Edw. IV.). “Leopard’s head crowned,” 

and “ Mark of the worker.” Standard of 
of 18-karat gold. 

1573 (15 Eliz.). Standard of 22-karat gold 

revived. 

1576 (18 Eliz.). 1. “The goldsmith to set his 

mark thereon.” 2. “Touch of the leopard’s 
head crowned,” and “ marked by the 
wardens.” 

1597 (Minutes of Goldsmiths’ Company). “Her 
Majesty’s Lion,” “Alphabetical mark- 

approved,” and “Leopard’s head, limited 

by statute.” 

1675 (Goldsmiths’ order). “Lion,” and “Leop¬ 

ard’s head crowned, or one of them.” 

1697-8 (8 & 9 Will. III.). New standard of silver. 

“Lion’s head erased; Figure of Britannia 
and the maker’s mark, being the two first 
letters of his surname.” 

1700-1 (12 Will. III.). York, Exeter, Bristol, 
Chester, and Norwich appointed to assay 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF MARKS. 
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silver plate, and stamp it with the marks 
of the lion’s head erased and Britannia, 
and, in addition to the marks of their 
cities, a variable mark or letter in Roman 
character. 

1701 (1 Anne). Newcastle added to the other 

cities for assaying and stamping plate. 

1719 (6 Geo. I.). Old standard restored. The 

lion, leopard’s head, maker’s mark, and 
date mark, but both standards were 
allowed by this Act simultaneously, vary¬ 
ing the respective marks. 

1739 (12 Geo. II.). Goldsmiths’ mark, “the initials 

of his Christian and surname.” 

1 773 (13 Geo. III.). Birmingham and Sheffield 

appointed for assaying and stamping 
silver plate. 

1784 (24 Geo. III.). Duty mark of the King’s 

head, and drawback stamp of Britannia. 

1785 (25 Geo. III.). Drawback stamp of Britannia, 

discontinued. 

1798 (38 Geo. III.). Standard of 18-karat gold 

marked with a crown and 18. 

1824 (5 Geo. IV.). Birmingham empowered to 

stamp gold. 

1844 (7 & 8 Viet.). Gold of 22 karats to be 

stamped with a crown and 22, instead of 
the lion passant. 

1854 (17 & 18 Viet.). Reduced standards of gold 

to be stamped: 15.625—12.5—9.375—for 
gold of 15, 12, and 9 karats, but without 
the crown and King’s head. 

1876 Foreign plate, when assayed, to be marked, 
in addition to the usual marks of the Hall, 
with the letter F in an oval escutcheon. 

1890 (54 Viet.). The duty of is. 6d. per ounce on 

silver plate abolished, and the stamp of 
the Queen’s head, duty mark, discontinued. 
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1904 (4 Edw. VII.). Foreign plate to be assayed, 

marked and stamped, in such manner as 
Ilis Majesty might determine by Order in 
Council. 

1904 (24th October, 1904). Order in Council 

describing the marks to be stamped on 
foreign plate. 

1906 (15th May, 1906). Similar Order in Coun¬ 

cil describing a different set of marks to 
be stamped on foreign plate. 








TABLE OF MARKS. 
































































































































































LONDON HALL MARKS. 


The marks on English silver stamped in London 
have never been more than five, and are reduced to 
four, although an additional mark is now placed on 
foreign silver assayed in England. 

If we consider these marks in the order in which 
they were adopted, we End them in the following 
sequence; — 


The Leopard's Head. 
The Maker s Mark. 
The Annual Letter. 
The Lion Passant. 


The Lion’s Head erased, 
and Britannia. 

The Sovereign’s Head. 
The Mark for Foreign 
Silver. 


L—THE LEOPARD’S HEAD. 

Taking Erst the London mark of the leopard’s 
head, which was the earliest assay mark impressed on 
vessels of gold and silver, we give the forms of this 
stamp during the last Eve and a half centuries. 

This mark used to be called sometimes the 
“ Liberdes Hede,” sometimes the “ Liberd Heed,” and 
sometimes the "Catte’s Face,” The stamp itself 
was known as the *'punson” and it was most zeal¬ 
ously guarded* 

It is mentioned in the statute of 1300 as “une teste 
de leopart”; and in the charter granted in 132/ to 
the Goldsmiths* Company, the puncheon of the 
leopard’s head was then said to have been of ancient 
use. At all events it is always found on assayed 
silver, from the middle of the fifteenth century. 

The form of the head has changed at various times. 
At Erst the leopard’s cr lion s head crowned within 











a circle was used, and this form continued in use 
until early in the sixteenth century. 


In 1519 the leopard’s head appears with a different 
crown, and within a shaped outline. 




From that time until the end of the seventeenth 
century, the crowned leopard’s head was placed 
within a line following the shape of the head and 
crown. The appearance of the lion at this time is 
noble, and he appears as the crowned king of beasts. 



In 1678 the head was once again and for the last 
time placed in a circle. 



In 1697 the Britannia standard was introduced, 
and the lion’s head erased was used instead of the 
leopard’s head. 
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The form of this stamp has never been altered, 
and is still used in the same shaped outline, for the 
higher standard, at the present time. 

The old standard was revived in 1720, and the 
leopard’s head crowned was again used, but the 
shields at this time were of very uncertain shape. 



In 1739 the shield was altered to a shape similar 
to that of the date letter. 



After 1763 the head was made smaller and placed 
in a plain shield. 



In 1822 the leopard’s head was deprived of its 
crown, and denuded of its mane and beard—a great 
change from the bold front presented in the old 
punches; and it has ever since looked more like a 
half-starved cat than a lion. 







THE MAKER’S MARK. 
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Indeed, from the earliest times until 1896, this 
mark has been constantly changed, and each change 
has been for the worse. 

The leopard’s head of the present cycle, adopted 
in 1896, however, certainly is a great improvement, 
though the shield may not meet with universal appro¬ 
bation. 



II.—THE MAKER’S MARK. 

This mark was first made compulsory in 1363, 
although it was no doubt used before that time. The 
early workers almost invariably employed a symbol 
or emblem, such as an animal, fish, crown, star, or 
rose. It was ordered to be “a mark of the gold¬ 
smith known by the surveyor.” In 1379, “Every 
goldsmith shall have his own proper mark upon the 
work.” In 1433, “The mark or sign of the worker.” 
This mark was frequently a single letter, and fre¬ 
quently two letters for the Christian or surname of 
th* maker. In 1675, the Goldsmiths’ order enjoins 
that “the plate workers shall bring their marks to 
Goldsmiths’ Hall, and there strike the same in a 
table kept in the Assay Office, and likewise enter 
their names and places of habitation in a book there 
kept for that purpose, whereby the persons and their 
marks may be known unto the wardens of the said 
company.” In accordance with the Act of 1697-8 
the maker used the first two letters ot his surname 
in lieu of his initials. This enactment compelled a 
great number of makers to obtain new punches; but 
in 1720, when this Act was repealed, many makers 
returned to their former marks. The matter was 
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settled once and for all by the statute of 1739, which 
directed the makers to destroy their existing punches, 
and substitute the initials of their Christian and sur¬ 
names, of entirely different types from those before 
used. 

Sometimes a small mark, such as a cross, star, etc., 
is found near the maker's mark; it is that of the 
workman, for the purpose of tracing the work to the 
actual maker thereof; in large manufactories some 
such check is indispensable. 

A list of gold and silver smiths, with their names, 
addresses, and dates of entrv at the Hall, will be 
found in “HALL MARKS ON GOLD AND SILVER 
Plate." Tenth edition, 1922. Reeves and Turner. 


III.—DATE MARK. 

A letter of the alphabet. This was the assayer’s 
mark, and was introduced in 1478, and since "that 
time a date letter has been regularly used. The 
various alphabets, each composed of twenty letters, 
have constantly succeeded each other, different char¬ 
acters having been used at different times. At first 
the letters were enclosed in outlines following the 
shape of the letters; but since 1560 the letters have 
been enclosed in heraldic shields of various forms. 
Previous to the Restoration, the annual letter was 
changed on St. Dunstan’s Day (19th May) when the 
new wardens were elected. Since 1660 the assay 
year commences on the 30th May, so that each letter 
serves for the two halves of two years. The letters 
J. W. X. Y. Z. are always omitted. 

IV.—THE STANDARD MARK. 

The standard mark of the lion passant has been 
used on all standard gold, and sterling silver, from 
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1545, until the present time, except from 1696 until 
1720. The first mention of the lion passant is in 
the records of the Goldsmiths’ Company in May, 
1597, it is there called “Her Majesty’s Lion.” It 
is not referred to in any statute until 1675. 

The following representations of the lion passant 
arc of those used by the Goldsmiths’ Company; the 
provincial marks vary slightly from those employed 
in London. 

The lion is always represented as passant guardanl, 
and during the first few years was life-like, crowned, 
and enclosed in a shaped outline. 

From 1545 

until 1548 : — 


From 1548 
until 1558: — 



From 1558 
until 1678: — 



From 1678 
until 1697: — 



The standard of silver was raised, and the mark 
of the lion passant was changed to that of “the 
figure of a woman commonly called Britannia,” on 
the 25th March, 1697. 
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This form of stamp is still used at the present 
time for the higher standard. 

In 1720 the old standard was again allowed and 
the lion passant was again used. Between 1720 and 
1739 the lion was placed in a rectangle: — 



From 1739 until 1756 the shaped outline was again 
used : — 



The marks at this period are somewhat uncertain 
in form. In 1784 the lion was enclosed in an 
ellipse: — 



From about this time until 1896 the lion was 
placed in a regular shield : — 
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In 1896 a new form of shield was introduced, 
having three lobes above and the same number 
below. 



There are six legal standards for gold and two 
for silver, as follows: — 


GOLD. 

22 karats=9i7 millims. 15 

20 „ =834 „ (Dublinonly). 12 

18 =750 i» 9 


karats = 625 millims. 
>1 = 5 00 tt 

»> = 375 »» 


SILVER. 

11 oz 2 dwts. = 925 millims. | iioz iodwts.^959millims 


For gold of the old standard of 22 karats, 
and sterling silver of 11 oz. 2 dwts., the mark was a 
lion passant. Previous to 1845, there was no dis¬ 
tinctive mark between standard gold and sterling 
silver. But in that year for gold, the lion was 
omitted and the quality in karats and a crown 
substituted. 

FOR GOLD OF 18 karats, a crown and the figures 
18, instead of the lion passant (38 Geo. Ill, 1798). 

For gold OF 22 karats (or the old standard) a 
crown and the figures 22, instead of the lion passant 
(7 & 8 Viet. 1844). 

For gold manufactures of the reduced stan¬ 
dard (17 & 18 Viet., 1854), the leopard’s head, date 
letter, and the numerals. 


15 karats : 15.625 on separate stamps. 

12 I. 12.5 it it 

9 .• 9 375 .. » 

The numerals on these punches are to express, 
decimally, the quantity of pure gold in the article 
so marked, thus, pure gold being 24 karats. 
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15 karats = fj = 625 parts or milliins in 1000. 

12 „ = | ~ 500 

9 », 2V ^ 2 = 375 

For silver of the new standard of ii oz. io 
DWTS. the marks are, a figure of Britannia and the 
lion’s head erased, instead of the lion passant and 
leopard’s head (8 Will. Ill, 1697). 

THE LION’S HEAD ERASED, AND 
FIGURE OF BRITANNIA. 

When the standard for silver was raised in 1697, 
it was enacted that in lieu of the leopard’s head and 
lion passant, the assay marks should be the figure 
of a lion’s head erased, and the figure of a woman 
commonly called Britannia. This higher standard 
with these marks continued to be compulsory until 
1720; when the old standard was again allowed, 
with the old marks. The higher standard is still 
perfectly legal, and when used is denoted by the 
lion’s head erased, and the figure of Britannia. 

V.—THE SOVEREIGN’S HEAD. 

The head in profile of the reigning sovereign. 
This mark indicated the payment of the duty, and 
was impressed at the Assay Offices on every manu¬ 
factured article of standard gold and silver that 
was liable to the duty, after payment to the officers 
of the Goldsmith’s Company, who were the 
appointed receivers. 

After the passing of the Duty Act (24 Geo. Ill, c. 
53), which took effect on St. Dunstan’s Day (30th 
May), 1784, the duty stamp of the King's head in - 
cuse was used for a short period. Wc find it in 






conjunction with the letter i of 1784, and also with 
the letter k of 1785. The form being as follows: — 


The head of George III is in an ellipse and is 
turned to the right: — 



The reign of King George III ended 23rd Janu¬ 
ary, 1820. 

George the Fourth’s head is also turned to the 
right for the silver mark, though he is turned to the 
left on his coins: — 



January 29, 1820 to June 26, 1831. 

The next sovereign, William the Fourth, was 
turned to the right in a similar manner: — 


June 26, 1830 to June 20, 1837. 

The head of Queen Victoria was turned to the 
left: — 
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June 20, 1837 to 189 \ 

The duty imposed in 1784, was—on gold, 8s. per 
oz.; on silver, 6d. per oz. In 1797, gold, 8s. per oz.; 
silver, is. per oz. In 1804, gold, 16s. per oz.; silver, 
is. 3d. per oz. In 1815, gold 17s. per oz.; silver, 
is. 6d. per oz.; in addition to the smith’s licence. 

Both the crown and duty mark of the sovereign’s 
head were omitted on the three lower standards, and 
although they paid the same duty as the higher 
standards, there was no indication of it on the 
stamps. 

The duty on silver was abolished in 1890, and the 
sovereign’s head consequently omitted. 

VL—THE MARK FOR FOREIGN PLATE. 
The Letter F. 

In 1876 it was enacted by 39 & 40 Victoria, cap. 
35, that all gold and silver plate imported from 
foreign parts, which should be sent to an assay 
office in the United Kingdom to be assayed and 
stamped, should be marked in addition to the marks 
used at such assay office, with the mark of the letter 
F in an oval escutcheon. 



This mark continued to be used on foreign plate 
until 1904, when an act was passed, directing that 
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plate brought from a foreign part to an assay office 
to be assayed, stamped or marked should be marked 
in such manner as His Majesty might by Order in 
Council determine. 

By an Order in Council made on the 24th October, 
1904, and published in the London Gazette on the 
28th of the same month, further regulations were 
made for the assaying of foreign gold and silver, 
and illustrations were given of such hall marks as 
should be particular to each assay office. The 
standard marks to be used in all offices are as 
follows: — 

On foreign gold plate, the carat value of the gold, 
together with the carat value for the six standard : — 
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On foreign silver plate for the two standards: — 



Different stamps were to be used by each assay 
authority, so that it might be known at which office 
foreign plate was assayed. 

The London office mark for gold plate was: — 



(Phoebus.) 



The marks peculiar to each of the other authori¬ 
ties, will be mentioned in their proper places. 

All these stamps continued to be used until 1906, 
when by an Order in Council, made on the nth 
May, 1906, and published in the London Gazette on 
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the 15th of the same month further regulations 
were made in relation to the assaying of foreign 
plate. It was also found expedient to vary the 
marks to be used by the assay authorities of 
London, Sheffield, Glasgow and Dublin. The 
marks for Birmingham, Chester and Edinburgh 
were not altered, nor were the standard marks 
changed. 

Under this order the London office mark for 
foreign plate for gold was to be: — 


(Sign of Constellation Leo.) 



And for silver: — 



Probably a less artistic or worse drawn series of 
hall marks have never been produced, than the 
series for foreign plate, as promulgated by these 
two orders, and here redrawn. 

Our thanks are due to Sir Walter Prideaux, and 
Mr. H. W. Robinson for much kind assistance. 
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This letter being accompanied by the lion passant on plate may be distinguished from the S of 1535, when there were only three marks. 
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PROVINCIAL ASSAY OFFICES. 

The seven towns appointed by the Act 2, Ilcnry VI. 
(1423) were York, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Norwich, 
Lincoln, Bristol, Coventry and Salisbury, where 
mints had already been established, and most of 
them had guilds or fraternities previously existing. 
The town marks of the three first have been identi¬ 
fied, but as nothing is known of the “touches” or 
town marks of any of the remaining four, they pro¬ 
bably did not avail themselves of the privilege of 
assaying and marking plate, or if they did, no traces 
have been discovered of their doings at that time or 
the marks they adopted. 

By the Act 12 and 13 William III. (1700), York. 
Bristol, and Norwich and in 1701-2 Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, were re-appointed, with the addition of Exeter 
and Chester, in which two last-named towns mints 
had then lately been appointed for recoining the 
silver moneys of the kingdom—Coventry, Salisbury, 
and Lincoln having then evidently ceased working. 
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THE HALL-MARKS OF ASSAY TOWNS. 

1. LONDON. A leopard’s head crowned (the or¬ 
dinances of the Goldsmiths’ Company of 1336, and 
subsequent Acts of Parliament). Since 1823 the 
leopard’s head not crowned. 

2. YORK. Five lions on a cross (discontinued). 

3. Exeter. A castle with three towers (discon¬ 
tinued.) 

4. CHESTER. Now the mark is a sword between 
three wheat-sheaves, but before 1779 the shield of 
the city arm was three demi-lions and a wheat-sheaf 
on a shield, and a small quartering above the sheaf. 

5. NORWICH. A castle and lion passant (dis¬ 
continued.) 

6. Newcastle. Three castles (discontinued.) 

7. Sheffield. A crown. 

8. Birmingham. An anchor. 

BARNSTABLE. 

A maker, using the initials I. P., manufactured a 
little plate at this town in the middle of the seven¬ 
teenth century. 


BIRMINGHAM. 

a.d. 1773. 1 3 George III., c. 52. This Act was 

passed for the appointment of Wardens and Assay 
Masters for assaying and stamping wrought silver 
plate in the towns of Sheffield and Birmingham. 
Silver goods “ shall be marked as fclloweth; that is 
to say with the mark of the maker or worker thereof, 
which shall be the first letter of his Christian 
and surname; and also with the lion passant, and 
with the mark of the Company within whose Assay 
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Office such plate shall be assayed and marked, to 
denote the goodness thereof, and the place where 
the same was assayed and marked; and also with a 
distinct variable mark or letter, which letter or mark 
shall be annually changed upon the election of new 
wardens for each Company, to denote the year in 
which such plate is marked.” 

Sheffield and Birmingham verify their hall-mark¬ 
ing at the London Mint, and the act requires that 
the Assay Master shall appear at the Mint annually 
and verify his proceedings, under a penalty of £ 200, 
and dismissal from the office for ever, which is not 
the case in the other Assay Offices of Chester, Edin¬ 
burgh, or Dublin. 

In the Parliamentary inquiry on the subject of 
Hall Marks and Plate in 1S56, it appeared that no 
other offices but Birmingham and Sheffield had ever 
within living memory sent up their diet boxes to be 
tested, being only liable when required to do so. 

In the Parliamentary inquiry of 1879, it was ex¬ 
pressly urged that the whole of the Assay Offices 
should be placed under the direct supervision of the 
Mint, so that uniform standard of quality should be 
guaranteed. 

At Birmingham the selection of the variable letter, 
which is directed to be changed with the annual 
election of the wardens in July, is not confided to 
any officers, but the custom has been to take the 
letters in alphabetical order. 

a.d. 1824. 5 George IV. Power was given to the 

Company at Birmingham to assay gold as well as 
silver, and their marks are the same as London, ex¬ 
cept that the anchor is substituted for the leopard’s 
head. 

By the above-named Art of 1773, both the officers 
of Birmingham and Sheffield had jurisdiction to as¬ 
say and mark all plate made within twenty miles of 
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those towns. By the 17 & iS Victoria, cap. 96, all 
workers or dealers in plate were authorised to 
register their marks at any Assay Office legally 
established which they may select. 

The following is the present form of the anchor, 
and of the lion passant, which is not guardant: — 





The Birmingham Assay mark under the Order in 
Council of 1904 for foreign plate was for gold : — 

(Equilateral Triangle.) 
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Noth.— For the New Standard of 11 oa. 10 dwta. a stamp of Britannia is used instead of the Lion passant. 
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BRISTOL. 

Bristol may, perhaps, have had an office, for there 
were several silversmiths there who afterwards sent 
their goods to Exeter to be assayed. 

It is not, however, by any means certain that the 
right of assay was ever exercised at Bristol; although 
it was appointed as an assay town in 1423, and re¬ 
appointed in 1700. Indeed though we have en¬ 
quired from a leading silversmith at Bristol, we 
have failed to trace any local silver. 

There is a cup on a stem, ornamented with punched 
diamond pattern, which, from the inscription, ap¬ 
pears to have been made in this town, although it 
bears no Hall-mark. It is late sixteenth century 
work: — 

( “ From Mendep I was brought, 

In the possession of J Out of a leden mine ; 

Sir A. H . Elton , Bart . I In Bristol I was wrought, 

( And now am silver fine.” 

There are some interesting pieces of plate pre¬ 
served by the Corporation of Bristol, especially a 
pair of gilt tankards, richly decorated, the gift of 
John Dodridge, Recorder of Bristol, 1658, and a gilt 
ewer and salver, the gift of Robert Kitchen. These 
were both assayed and marked in London. The 
salver made in 1595 was stolen during the Bristol 
riots in October, 1831, and was cut up into 167 
pieces, in which state it was offered for sale to a 
silversmith of the town, who apprehended the thief, 
and he was sentenced to fourteen years’ transporta¬ 
tion. The pieces were rivetted together on a silver 
plate by the same silversmith, in which state it now 
remains, its history being recorded on the back. A 
State sword, bearing date 1483, ornamented and 
enamelled, is also preserved; on one of the mounts 
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are the arms of the City of Bristol. These are: — 
Gules , on a mount in the sinister base vert on the 
sinister side a castle with two towers domed on each 
a pennon all argent , the dexter base harry wavy of 
six argent and azure> thereon a ship with three masts 
sailing from behind the castle or the fore and. main 
masts in sight sable on each two sails of the second. 
Also two unicorns as supporters, and the crest on a 
wreath two arms, one holding a serpent and the 
other a pair of scales, as on the seal of the Corpora¬ 
tion. 


CHESTER. 

It appears by the record of Domesday, that in the 
reign of Edward the Confessor there were seven 
Mint Masters in Chester. In the reign of Charles 1 . 
much of the silver was coined here, and in that of 
William III. it was one of the six cities in which 
mints were established for recoining the silver of 
the kingdom. The Mint-mark of Chester on the 
half-crowns of Charles I. struck in 1645 is three 
gerbes or wheat-sheaves. 

We have no record of the time when Chester first 
commenced assaying plate; it is not mentioned in 
the statute of the 2nd Henry IV. (A.D. 1423), but an 
office must have been established early in the six¬ 
teenth century. An old minute-book contains an 
entry some time prior to 1573, directing “that noc 
brother shall delevre noe plate by him wrought unles 
his touche be marked and set upon the same before 
deliverie thereof, upon paine of forfeiture of everie 
diffalt to be levied out of his goods iij 8 iiij d .” 

The arms of Chester, granted in 1580, were, party 
per pale, composed of the dexter half of the coat of 
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England, Gules, three lions passant guard ant in 
pale, or, dimidiating, azure, three garbs or, for 
Blundeville, Earl of Chester. The crest is, on a 
wreath or, gules, and azure, over a royal helmet, 
a sword of State erect with the point upwards. The 
supporters arc on the dexter side, a lion rampant 
or, ducally gorged argent; on the sinister side, a 
wolf argent ducally gorged or. The grant men¬ 
tions the antiquity of the city, and that the ancient 
arms were nearly lost by time and negligence, and 
that the coat which the citizens claimed was deficient 
in crest and supporters. The hall marks on plate 
were the arms of the city, a sword erect between 
three wheat-sheaves, down to 1697. In 1701, the 
shield adopted was three demi-lions with three 
wheatshcaves also dimidiated, which was again 
changed about 1775 f° the more simple shield above 
described, without the demi-lions, etc., still in use. 

Chester was re-appointed by the Act 12th William 
III. (1700), and is regulated by that Act and the 
statute of 12th George II. 

The variable letter was changed annually on the 
5th July, from 1701 until 1839; it was then changed 
on the sth August until 1890; since which time the 
change has been made annually on the 1st July. 

Chester has, since 1889, voluntarily submitted its 
Diet for assay at the Mint, at the same time as the 
Birmingham and Sheffield Diets are verified. 

The following is the present form of the Chester 
Mark: — 
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The Chester assay mark under the Order in 
Council of 1904 for foreign plate was for gold ; — 

(Acorn and two leaves). 



and for silver: — 



We must here express our thanks to the late Assay 
Master, Mr, Jas. Foulkes Lowe, B.A,, for his per¬ 
severing kindness, not only in searching the records 
and furnishing extracts, but in obtaining impres¬ 
sions of ancient plate and affording much valuable 
information on the subject, which has enabled us to 
give a Table of the Assay Letters used at Chester 
from 1701 to the present time. In this task he was 
ably assisted by Mr. Thos. Hughes, F.S.A., the in¬ 
defatigable Secretary of the Chester Archaeological 
Society. 

Mr. W. F. Lowe, the present Assay Master, and 
Mr, W, N. Godwin have been good enough to enable 
us to complete the notes relating to Chester. 
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EXAMPLES. 

CHESTER, 1665. The following four marks occur 
on a porringer or two-handled cup and cover, lately 
in the possession of Messrs. Lewis and Son , 
Brighton. It is the earliest authentic piece of 
Chester plate we have hitherto met with, enabling us 
to ascertain the type of letter used in the cycle com¬ 
mencing 1664. 



City Crest. 


Still used by the Assay Office as a 
heading to letters and correspondence. 


1. The Chester City 

Arms, a dagger be¬ 
tween three wheat- 
sheaves or gerbes. 

2. The City Crest, adop¬ 

ted by the Assay 
Office as their Hall¬ 
mark formerly, viz., 
a sword with a ban¬ 
delet, issuing from 
an carl’s coronet, the 
five pellets under¬ 
neath indicating the 
balls of the coronet. 

3. A German text B, de¬ 

noting the year 1665. 

4. The maker’s initials 

crowned, probably 
some of the Pember¬ 
tons, who were silver¬ 
smiths at Chester 
and members of the 
guild about that date. 
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Chester, 1689. These 
marks are on a spoon 
with flat stem, lcaf- 
shaped end, rat-tail 
bowl, clearly of this 
date. In the possession 
of the Earl of 
Brcadalbane. 


1. The Chester City Arms of a dagger between 

three gerbes or wheat-sheaves. 

2. The Crest of the Assay Office at Chester. 

3. Court-hand A, denoting the year 1689, accord¬ 

ing to the minutes of the year 1690. 

4. The maker’s initials, Alexander Pulford, silver¬ 

smith, who was admitted in that year as a 
member of the guild, whose name occurs fre¬ 
quently in the minutes. 

The assay mark of a fleur-de-lis, somewhat similar 
to the sword and bandelet, requires some explana¬ 
tion; and Mr. Lowe, the Assay Master, remarks as a 
strange coincidence, that in the same old minute- 
book there is a sketch of a fleur-de-lis, as above 
shown, from which we may infer that this stamp was 
an old Chester mark, and we may with some degree of 
certainty attribute the stamp of a fleur-de-lis within 
a circle, so frequently found on plate of the early 
part of the seventeenth century, to Chester, when 
some such distinctive mark must have been used, and 
the lis has never hitherto been accounted for. 


UNCERTAIN CHESTER MARKS. 
Circa, 1660. A rat-tail 


spoon in the possesion of 
the Rev . T. Staniforth . 



A piece of plate of the 
seventeenth century in 
Messrs . Hancock's pos¬ 
session. 



9 
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COVENTRY. 

Although this city is mentioned in the statute of 
2nd Henry VL as being entitled to assay plate, it is 
not probable that plate was ever assayed here. 

EXETER. 

There are no records at this Hall previous to 1701. 
The early mark used at Exeter before this date, was 
a letter X crowned, subsequently altered to a castle 
of three towers. The Act passed in 1700, reappoint¬ 
ing this city for assaying plate, did not come into 
operation until the 29th September, 1701. On the 
7th of August the Company of Goldsmiths met, and 
on the 17th of September Wardens were appointed, 
and they resolved, with all convenient speed and 
safety to put the Act in execution; and the first as¬ 
say cr was sworn in before the Mayor on the 19th of 
November, 1701. The letters commenced with a 
Roman capital A for that year, as ordered by the 
statute, which characters, large and small, they used 
throughout the alphabet until 1837, when they 
adopted old English capitals for that cycle. A 
Table of Letters for each year will be found annexed. 

At this Office only one standard of gold was as¬ 
sayed, which was the highest standard of 22 karats. 

Since 1701 the date letter was always changed 
on the 7th of August in each year. 

The office at this city continued to do useful work, 
until about thirty years ago, when it was closed, A 
great part of the silver assayed at Exeter was manu¬ 
factured in Bristol. 

Ultimately the amount of business decreased to so 
large an extent that on the 26th June, 1883, a special 
Court was held at the Goldsmiths* Half At this 
Court there were present Mr. josiah Williams, Mr, 
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John Ellett Lake, Mr. Ross, Mr. Henry Lake, Mr. 
Maynard, Assay Master, and Mr. Henry Wilcocks 
I Hooper, Solicitor to the Company. The Company 
i resolved, having regard to the small quantity of 
• silver recently marked, that it was not desirable to 
i obtain new punches; and that the premises used for 
1 the business should be given up; and that no fresh 
premises should be taken until sufficient applications 
were received to render it desirable to re-open the 
Hall. The old punches were surrendered to the In¬ 
land Revenue Office, and the books and papers de¬ 
posited with Mr. Hooper, the Solicitor to the 
Company. 

The early minute books and other documents of 
the Company are now in the custody of Mr. Hooper; 
and six copper plates, on which many of the date 
letters and makers’ marks have been struck, are now 
in the custody of Mr. J. Jerman, of Exeter. 

For much of this information relating to the 
Exeter Assay Office, we are indebted to Mr. Percy 
H. Hooper, the last Deputy Assayer, and Mr. J. 
Jerman. 

The form of the castle used at Exeter has varied 
at different times. At first the mark appeared of 
the following form: — 



About i/io the form was slightly varied: — 
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In 1823 the three towers are detached and placed 
in an oblong : — 



A few years later the castles were again joined, 
and that form was retained until the office was 
closed : — 



The lion passant was very similar to that used at 
Birmingham: — 



The arms of the city of Exeter are: — 

Per pale gales and sable, a triangular castle with 
three towers or. The crest is a demilion rampant 
gules , crowned or, holding between his paws a 
bezant , surmounted by a cross botonnee or. Sup¬ 
porters :— Two pegasi argent, wings endorsed maned 
and crined or, on the wings three bars wavy azure. 
Motto, Semper Fidelis. 
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1791- 2 

1792- 3 

1793- 4 

1794- 5 

1795- 6 

1796- 7 

« 

“fee 

c 

.5 

3 • .2®o> 

* a U 

#*: S C C u 

„s 

C a«. *3 ? « 

•Scse^s 3 * 

a 0 > £ 0 

- 0 

looh-ooo t- a cc 

v 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

* ~-i Ol CO Tt< 1C 0 H OC C^Oi—tCi 

oOOO OCOOOO t- 1- t- 

«h- 1 - t- t- i- r- 1 - 1 - 1 - t- 

^ H »—• r-^ fH rH «-H 1 —< i-H t-H r-H *-H 

T3 2 

» . t -5 

ta 

s 1^ .t • 

W CV- 4,1— u 

C & u 

r* c - * *1 - 

ruiri^ui 

O (In O' M CC H k ^ H s 

1737- 8 

1738- 9 

1739- 40 

1740- 1 

1741- 2 

1742- 3 

1743- 4 

1744- 5 

1745- 6 

1746- 7 

1747- 8 

1748- 9 

r—i 

*o J5 *b 

• c! « S' 

2 .5 e 

5 « * t c f 

^ t® C 

* c.g«; j \ *2 

► c c.~ 4 , jji <e 
u,.2£2«« ■« 

§ 

gc 

2 

"3 

fl O M 

1713- 4 

Oeorg-e 1. 

1714- 5 

1715- 6 

1716- 7 

1717- 8 

1718- 9 

1719- 20 

1720- 1 

1721- 2 

1722- 3 

1723- 4 

1724- 5 

Five Marks. 

1. Lion's Head erased. 

2. Britannia. 

3. Castle. 

4. Date Letter. 

5. Maker's Initials. 

[In 1720 the marks of 

£OPL H p , P3GGH>^!*!|*SJ 
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GEORGE III. 

CYCLE 5. 

Homan Capitals. 

1797- 8 

1798- 9 

1799- 00 

: 1800-1 

1801-2 

1802- 3 

1803- 4 

1804- 5 

1805- 6 

1806- 7 

1807- 8 

h^h. s^cro. Hb ® ^ o o - ® 

GEO. III. & IV. & WILL. IV. 

=5 O 

2 Hi 

l p 

ao £j- 

K 

~ C) 

r . 

1817- 8 

1818- 9 

i 

1819- 20 

George IV. 

1820- 1 

1821-2 

1822- 3 

1823- 4 

1824- 5 

1825- 6 

, 1826-7 

1827-8 


p 

p* 

< 

Pp 

P 

H 

w 

0 

* O 
r ki 

3 G 

* M 

H 

s 

Victoria. 

1837- 8 

1838- 9 

1839- 40 

1840- 1 

1841- 2 

1842- 3 

1843- 4 

1844- 5 

1845- 6 

1846- 7 

1847- 8 

‘ »—• H— 1—• 1— »— K- • ►—* h-* 

OCCOODOOCOOOOOOOOO co x 

^ ^ Ci O C5 O O Ct Qt C * 

•^1 O C« 4-> CO JO ‘ o o X -1 

*11111111 II 

co^icicr»>f»>co^oi— «ci c^co 

0 

VICTORIA. 

CYCLE 8. 

Homan Capitals. 
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EXAMPLES. 




Apostle spoon, date 
about 1576,— Messrs. 
Hancock . 

A spoon of the six¬ 
teenth century, with 
hexagonal stem, pear- 
shaped bowl, button 
top. Date of pre¬ 
sentation 1620.— 
Earl of Breadalbane , 

Apostle spoon, 1637.— 
Rev . T\ Sianifortk. 

A spoon of about 1670, 
flat stem and oval 
bowl, bears this 
stamp with mono¬ 
gram and maker's 
initials W. F .—Earl 
of Breadalbane . 

Split head spoon, 
pricked mk 1 6 8 g, 
tired 1 6&g,—Messrs. 
Ellett Lake & Son , 


Handsome tankard. 
Date 1703 ,—M essrs. 
Elleti Lake & Son . 
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Date 1703. These new 
standard marks are 
on a three-pint 
tankard. (Britannia 



holds in her hand a 


flower or sprig, not a 
cross as here given 
in the cut.)— Messrs. 
Hancock . 

Salver circa 1710. The 
City mark of a 
Castle has a thin line 
rising from the 
pointed base of the 
shield to the central 
tower, indicating the 




partition for pale, 
like the City arms.— 
Messrs. Ellett Lake 
& Son. 



Split 1 



Date 1711.— Messrs. 
Ellett Lake & Son. 



Rat tail spoon, given 
in 1713. Date 1712. 


|T 7 | Made by Peter Eliot 
of Dartmouth.— 



Messrs. Hancock. 
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HULL. 

A little plate was marked here with the town arms 
during the seventeenth century, though there was 
never a proper Assay Office at this place. 

The arms of the Town of Hull are: — 

Azure y three crowns in pale or. 

The mark on the following example is evidently 
intended to represent the town arms. 

EXAMPLE. 


Spoon. Date 
circa 1660.— 
/. H. Walter , 
Esq. 

LINCOLN. 

This city was mentioned as an assay town in 1423, 
but it does not appear that plate was ever hall 
marked here, or indeed manufactured to any large 
amount. 

The arms of the city of Lincoln are: — 

Argent , on a cross gules , a pleur de lis or. 



NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

The arms of the town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
arc:— Gules , three towers triple-towered argent. 

At Newcastle-upon-Tyne as early as 1249, Henry 
III. commanded the bailiffs and good men to choose 
four of the most prudent and trusty men of their 
town for the office of moneyers there, and other four 
like persons for keeping the King’s Mint in that 
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town; also, two fit and prudent goldsmiths to be 
assayers of the money to be made there. 

By the Act of 1423 this town was appointed one 
of the seven provincial assay towns in England. 

In 1536 the goldsmiths were, by an ordinary, in¬ 
corporated with the plumbers and glaziers, and the 
united company required to go together, on the feast 
of Corpus Christi, and maintain their play of the 
“Three Kings of Coleyn.” They were to have four 
wardens, viz., one goldsmith, one plumber, one 
glazier, and one pewterer or painter; and they had 
their hall in “Maden Tower” granted them in the 
mayoralty of Sir Peter Riddell in 1619, and the as¬ 
sociation of the goldsmiths with the other tradesmen 
seems to have lasted till 1702.* 

This town was reappointed as an assay town by 
the Act of 1701. 

The annual letter appears to have been used from 
1702. Mr. Thomas Sewell, one of the Wardens of 
the Assay Office, has kindly furnished us with a 
Table of Date-Letters, chronologically arranged, 
compiled from the Assay Office Books and the 
copperplate on which the maker strikes his initials, 
as well as from pieces of old plate which have from 
time to time come under his notice. From careful 
examination of various examples of Newcastle plate, 
we have, in this edition, altered some of the char¬ 
acters, making the table more complete. The change 
of letter took place on the 3rd of May in each year. 

In 1773 the members of the Goldsmiths* Company 
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne were—Mr. John Langlands 
and Mr. John Kirkup, Goldsmiths and Silversmiths, 
Wardens; and Mr. Matthew Prior, Assayer. 

The names and places of abode of all the Gold- 


* From an Impartial History of the Town and County of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, published in 1801, p. 429. 
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smiths, Silversmiths, and Plate-workers then living, 
who had entered their names and marks were—Mr. 
John Langlands, Mr. John Kirkup, Mr. Samuel 
James, Mr. James Crawford, Mr. John Jobson, Mr. 
James Hetherington (Newcastle-upon-Tyne), Mr. 
John Fearney (Sunderland), and Mr. Samuel Thom¬ 
son (Durham). 

The Assay Office at Newcastle was closed in May, 
1884, in consequence of there being insufficient work 
to make it worth keeping open. The Assay Master 
of the Office before 1854 was Mr. F. Somerville. He 
was succeeded by Mr. James Robson, who entered 
the office as a stamper in 1836, became Assay Master 
in 1854, and retained that post until the Office was 
finally closed. The last two wardens were Mr. T. A. 
Reid and Mr. J. W. Wakinshaw. A curious incident 
occurred when Mr. Robson commenced his duties. 
By some means he obtained the wrong punches, and 
marked some plate which afterwards went to Car¬ 
lisle. This almost led to an action against a silver¬ 
smith at that city, who was accused of forging the 
hall marks. 

When the office was closed the stamping punches 
were obliterated or defaced by an Inland Revenue 
Officer. The name punch plate and the old books 
of the Goldsmiths’ Company were placed in the 
Black Gate Museum of the Old Castle in the city. 
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1730-1 

1781- 2 

1782- 3 

1783- 4 

1784- 5 

1785- 6 

1786- 7 

1787- 8 

1788- 9 

1789- 90 

1790-1 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ 

§ 8* 

% 

1757- 8 

1758- 9 

1759- GO 

17G0-1 

George III. 

17G1-2 

1762- 3 

1763- 4 

1764- 5 

1765- 6 

1766- 7 

1767- 8 

1768- 9 
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1735- G 

173G-7 

1737- 8 
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1739- 40 
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1712- 3 

1713- 4 

1714- 5 

George I. 
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EXAMPLES 




A porringer with 
two handles, 
fluted base and 
gadroon border at 
top. Date about 
1680.— The Earl 
of Breadalbane. 




Large gravy ladle. 
Date 1725.— H. 
A. Attenborough^ 
Esq. 




Ditto. 174 o. — 
Messrs. Hancock. 



Small beaker. Date 
1740.— The Mar¬ 
quis of Exeter. 



Do. 1746. Messrs. 
Hancock. 

Do. 1752. do. 



1764. do. 

1765. do. 
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^1 

Do. 

1769. 

do. 

(li 

Do. 

1770. 

do. 

^1 

Do. 

17;!. 

do. 

ficl 

Do. 

1774 * 

do. 


NORWICH. 

The arms of the city of Norwich are: — 

Gules , a castle surmounted with a tower argent> 
in base a lion passant guard ant or. 

In Norwich, plate was assayed and marked at an 
: early period, and some specimens are existing among 
I the Corporation plate of the date 1567. An annual 
I letter seems to have been used, for we find on a gilt 
cylindrical salt and cover, elaborately chased with 
strap-work and elegant borders, this inscription: — 
“The Gyfte of Peter Rcade, Esquiar, to the Cor¬ 
poration.” The plate-marks are—1. The Arms of 
Norwich; 2. A Roman capital D; and 3, Cross¬ 
mound (or orb and cross) within a lozenge. It was 
therefore made and stamped at Norwich before 
1568, for Peter Rcade died in that year. 

Among the records of the Corporation of Norwich 
we sec that in 1624 the mark of a castle and lion was 
delivered by the Mayor and Corporation to the 
Wardens and Searcher of the trade of goldsmiths; 
and on July 1, 1702, Mr. Robert Harstonge was 
sworn assayer of gold and silver to the Company, 
although we have never met with any plate with 
marks of Norwich after that date. 

A cocoa-nut cup, mounted in silver, bears the city 
arms of castle and lion and a rose crowned, with 
the date mark, a Roman capital S.— Messrs. Hunt & 
Ro shell. 
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The stamp of a rose is frequently found on plate 
of the sixteenth century, and is thought to denote 
the Norwich Assay Office, being, as in the piece just 
alluded to, found by the side of the city arms. A 
silver-mounted cocoa-nut cup in the South Kensing¬ 
ton Museum bears the impress of a rose crowned, a 
date letter R, and the maker's mark, a star. It has 
the date of presentation, 1576, engraved upon it. 

Among the Corporation plate is a gilt tazza cup 
on a short baluster stem. Engraved round the edge 
in cusped letters is the following inscription: — 
"The most here of is dvne by Peter Peterson.” 
Pie was an eminent goldsmith at Norwich in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. In the bottom of the 
bowl are engraved, within a circle, the arms of the 
city of Norwich Two plate-marks have existed on 
the edge of the bowl. One of these seems to bear 
the arms of the city in an escutcheon, which was 
used to distinguish the plate made and assayed at 
Norwich, and the other a cross-mound. There 
are two other cups of similar character belonging to 
the Corporation, on one of which are tire following 
assay marks, the lion, the leopard's face, a covered 
cup, and letter. All three were probably the gift of 
John Blenerhasset, whose arms are engraved within 
one of them. He was steward of the city in 1563, 
and one of the burgesses in Parliament, 13 Eliz.— 
Proceedings Arch. Inst. 1847. 

A silver mace-head of the Company of St. George, 
in form of a capital of a column, enriched with 
acanthus leaves, and surmounted by a statuette of 
St. George and the Dragon. Round the collar has 
been engraved, but now partly obliterated by the 
insertion of four sockets, the following inscrip¬ 
tion : — 
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“Ex Dono Honorabil: Fraternitatis Sti. Georgij in 
Nonuico 
An 0 Do m 1705.” 

On the top is engraved the shield of St. George 
and the following: — 

“DIE III. MAEII, MDCCLXXXVI. BENI ET FELICITER 
MVNICIPIO NORVICENSI OMNIA VT EVENIANT 
PRECATVR ROBERTVS PARTRIDGE PRAETER.” 

The plate-mark, a court-hand b in an escutcheon 
on the mace-head, is of the year 1697. The initial 
H occurs on one of the marks, the remainder of 
which is illegible. Height I2|in.— Ibid. 

The Walpole mace, presented in 1733, was assayed 
and stamped in London. 

A finely ornamented repousse ewer and salver, 
with Neptune and Amphitrite, “The gift of the Hon. 
Henry Howard, June 16, 1663,“ was stamped in 
London in 1597. A tall gilt tankard, repousse with 
strap-work, flowers, and fruit, and engraved with the 
arms of Norwich, was stamped in London in 1618. 

The rose crowned is the standard mark; the castle 
and lion that of the town; the cross-mound and star 
being the mark of the famous Peter Peterson. 


EXAMPLES. 


A chalice dated 1567, stamped with the letter C, and 
a cross-mound within a lozenge .—North Creake 


Church , Norfolk. 



A piece of plate, 
date about 1567.— 
Messrs. Hancock. 

Communion cup of 
the same date.— 
Messrs. Hancock. 





So 
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Silver gilt salt. Date 
1568. — The Cor¬ 
poration of Nor¬ 
wich. 

Mount of a cocoa- 
nut cup, with the 
date of presenta¬ 
tion 1576.— South 
Kensington 
M useum. 


A cocoa-nut cup, stamped with a rose, and the 
letter S, date about 1580.— Messrs. Hunt & Roskell. 





Seal-top spoon. Date 
circa 1637.—/. H . 
Walter, Esq. 






Split head spoon. 
Date circa 1662.— 
/. H. Walter, Esq. 


Tankard, date 1691. 
—J am es Reeve , 
Esq. 

Button top spoon, 
pounced date 1717, 
date of make about 
1693. — Messrs. 
Uan cock, 
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Beaker, date 1697.— 
/. II. Walter , Esq. 


SALISBURY. 

This city was appointed as an assay town in 1423, 
but it is not known if plate was ever assayed here; 
in any case nothing was done in 1700, when several 
other places were reappointed as assay towns. 

The arms of the city are:— Azure , four bars or. 


SHEFFIELD. 

At Sheffield, silver only is assayed. Mr. B. W. 
Watson, the Assay Master, has most courteously 
furnished us with the variable letter for each year 
from the commencement in 1773, from references to 
the minute-book wherein are recorded the meetings 
for the election of new wardens, as well as the letter 
to be used for the ensuing year. The change takes 
place on the first Monday in July. The plan 
adopted at Sheffield differs from all the other offices, 
for instead of taking the alphabet in regular succes¬ 
sion, the special letter for each year is selected 
apparently at random until 1824, after which the 
letters follow in their proper order. Through Mr. 
Watson's kindness, we are enabled to lay before our 
readers a table of marks, which has been verified by 
him. The marks used at this office are the same as at 
London, except that the crown is substituted for 
the leopard’s head, and variation of the date-mark. 


12 
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Sometimes we find the crown and date-letter com¬ 
bined in one stamp, probably on small pieces of 
plate, but they are generally separate on square 
punches. When practicable, the four marks are 
placed in order and struck from one punch, but they 
are struck separately, when that cannot be done. 
The marks are so combined for the convenience of 
the wardens in marking the goods, but the letter 
only is used to denote the year in which the article 
was made. 

The date letters were placed in square escutcheons, 
until 1917-8. 

The form of the lion and crown was formerly : — 



On the introduction of Cycle 7, the letters of 
which were placed in a pointed outline, the lion and 
crown were altered in conformity: — 




The Sheffield assay mark under the Order in 
Council of 1904 for foreign plate was for gold: — 

(Crossed arrows.) 
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And for silver: — 



The assay mark of this Office was 
follows, by the before-mentioned Order 
of 1906, for foreign plate for gold: — 


(Libra.) 



altered as 
in Council 
















SHEFFIELD ASSAY OFFICE 
LETTERS. 
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VICTORIA, EDWARD VII & GEORGE V 



1893-4 

E 

1894-5 

© 

1895-6 


1896-7 


1897-8 

© 

1898-9 

i 

1899-00 

E 

1900-1 

Edward VII 

(9 

1901-2 

i 

1902-3 

© 

1903-4 

© 

1904-5 


1905-6 



1906-7 



1907-8 

i 

ffi 

1908-9 

© 

© 

1909-10 


i 

Gsorg * V 
1910-1 

© 

© 

1911-2 

© 


1912-3 


® 

1913-4 


© 

1914-5 


i 

1915-6 



1916-7 


© 

1917-8 



CYCLE 7 . 

Burn, Romas 

GEORGE V. 


1918 - 9 

1919 - 20 

1920 - 1 

1921 - 2 

1922 - 3 

1923 - 4 


Four Marks. 

I* Lion pasaant* 3. Date Letter, 


2. Drown. 


i. Maker. 
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EXAMPLES. 



Candle Stick. Date 
1791-2.—/. H. Wal¬ 
ter, Esq. 





IP&C°) 





Salver. Date 1831-2. 
— W. S/10 0 smith, 

Esq. 


YORK. 


York was one of the most ancient places of assay, 
and it was mentioned in the Act of 1423. The 
operations at this place appear to have been discon¬ 
tinued, and it was reappointed as an assay office in 
1700. It does not seem however that much business 
was ever done here. 

It will be seen that in 1772, when a return was 
made to Parliament, the Assay Office was not in 
existence; but after that it appears to have recom¬ 
menced working. In 1848 we find it mentioned as 
an assay town, but doing very little business* 

The arms of the city are:— Argent, on a cross 
gules, five lions passant guardant or . 

The Corporation of the City of York possesses 
some interesting pieces of plate. A State sword with 
velvet scabbard, mounted in silver, the arms of the 


* The last duty paid at the Inland Revenue Office was in 
July, 1869. The officer who formerly acted as assayer for the 
city of York died many years ago, and no successor has been 
appointed. 
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city, emblazoned, the arms of Bowes, &c., of the time 
of Henry VIII. On the blade is this inscription : — 
“Syr Martyn Bowes Knyght, borne within this 
Citie of York and Maior of the Citie of 
London 1545. For a remembrance ” (continued on 
the other side) “Gave this S . . . . to the Maior 

AND COMMUNALTIE OF THIS SAID HONORABLE CiTIE ” 

Two tankards, the gift of Thomas Bawtrey in 
1673, engraved with the arms of York, were made at 
York, and stamped with the York mark and the 
italic capital P. The gold cup and other pieces were 
made elsewhere. 

A silver chalice and paten in the Church of 
Chapel-Allerton, Leeds, has three marks: a half 
fleur-de-lis and half rose, crowned; an italic b> 
similar to the London date letter of 1619; and 
maker’s initials R.H. On the rim is the date of pre¬ 
sentation, 1633. 

A stoneware jug has in relief the royal arms of 
England and the date 1576. It is mounted in silver, 
and bears three stamps: that of the maker, a half 
rose and half fleur-de-lis conjoined, and the date 
letter R; it is in Mr. Addington’s collection. 

The stamp used at York previous to 1700 was 
probably that of the half rose and half fleur-de-lis 
conjoined, which is frequently met with on plate of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

The junction of the lis and rose is probably in 
allusion to the union of the rival houses of York 
and Lancaster, by the marriage of Henry the Seventh 
to the Princess Margaret, daughter of Edward IV., 
in i486; the lis being a favourite badge of the Lan¬ 
castrians as the rose was that of York. As a mint 
mark we find occasionally the fleur-de-lis on the 
coins of the Lancastrian kings, in allusion to their 
French conquests; but upon some of the coins of 
Henry VII. we find as mint mark the lis and rose 
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conjoined—sometimes half rose and half lis as on 
the York punch on plate, on others a lis stamped 
upon a rose, and sometimes a lis issuing from a 
rose. 

The York mark here given, being found on plate 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, is fre¬ 
quently much worn and partially obliterated. The 
half fleur-de-lis is easily distinguished, but the cor¬ 
responding half is not so easily discerned. In some 
instances it looks like a demidiated leopard’s head 
crowned; in others like the half of a seeded rose, 
with portion of the crown over it, for which it is 
probably intended. There is a great similarity, 
however, in all the punches we have examined, as if 
struck from one die, which having been a long time 
in use may have got damaged. It may be remarked 
as a curious coincidence, that two diminutive letters 
can be traced—YO, the two first letters of the word 
York. 


EXAMPLES. 



Apostle spoon. Date 
1645. D allin gt on 

Church , Northamp¬ 
tonshire. 

Apostle spoon of the 
seventeenth century. 
The stamp is a half 
lis and half rose 
crowned. Date 1626 
— Rev. T. Stani- 

forth. 

A piece of plate, 
seventeenth century. 
— Messrs. Hancock. 

Ditto. 
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On a spoon with flat 
stem, leaf-shaped 
end and oval bowl, 
date about 1680 to 
1690. — Earl of 
Breadalbane. (This 
has also the stamp 
of a half lis and 
rose, here omitted by 
mistake) 

On an oval engraved 
teapot. This mark 
proves that J was 
used as a date letter 
previous to 17S4, hav¬ 
ing no duty mark. 
It may belong to 
the year 1736, for j 
of 1710 would have 
the Britannia mark 
of the new standard. 
— Messrs. Hancock . 


t 


ft 
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EDINBURGH. 

The arms of the city of Edinburgh are: — Argent , 
on a rock proper , a castle triple towered , embattled 
sable , masoned of the first and topped with three 
fans gules , windows and portcullis closed of the 
last . The crest is:— -A;/ anchor , wreathed about 
with a cable } both proper. The supporters: — Dex¬ 
ter; a maid richly attired y hair hajiging down over 
her shoulders proper . Sinister; a doe also proper. 
Motto, Nisi Dominus Frustra. 

I.—THE STANDARD. 

For Edinburgh—A Thistle (after 1759); before 
that, the Assay Master’s initials. 

For gold of 22 karats, a thistle and 22. 

For gold of 18 karats, a thistle and 18. 

The present mark is: — 
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II.—TIIE HALL MARK. 


For Edinburgh—A CASTLE with three towers, in¬ 
troduced in the fifteenth century (1483); before that 
the Assay Master’s initials. 

The three towered castle now used is: — 



III.—TIIE DUTY MARK. 


The head of the sovereign, indicating payment of 
the duty. It was omitted on the debased standards 
of 15, 12 and 9 karats on gold, although subject to 
the same duty as the higher standards. Abolished 
on silver plate. 


IV.—THE DATE MARK 


A Letter of the Alphabet. The custom has 
been to use the letters alphabetically from A to Z, 
omitting J, thus making a cycle of twenty-five years 
(with some exceptions); introduced 1681, and 
changed on the first Hall day in October every year. 


V.—THE MAKER’S MARK. 


Formerly some device, with or without the maker’s 
initials: afterwards the initials of his Christian 
and surname, used from time immemorial, accom¬ 
panied by the Assay Master’s initials only. 















SCOTLAND. 95 

1. The standard mark was the deacon’s initials 
from 1457 to 1759; when the thistle was substituted. 

2. The maker’s mark from 1457. 

3. The town mark of a castle with three towers 
from 1483. 

4. The date letter from 1681-2. 

5. The duty mark of the sovereign’s head from 
1784, as in England, except on the debased stan¬ 
dards of 15, 12, and 9 karats gold, and discontinued 
on silver plate. 

The following table is arranged from the minutes 
of the Goldsmiths’ Company of Edinburgh, where 
the date-letters appear noted almost every year from 
1681, verified by pieces of plate bearing dates. The 
goldsmiths’ year is from Michaelmas to Michaelmas 
(29th September). The Hall-mark or town mark of 
a castle was used as early as 1457, and is referred 
to in the Act of James II, of that year, and alluded 
to again in 1483 and 1555. 

Previous to 1681, when our table commences, no 
date-mark appears to have been used. On a piece 
of plate said to be of the sixteenth century, ex¬ 
hibited at Edinburgh in 1856, in the Museum of the 
Archaeological Institute, we find a castle (the middle 
tower higher than the two others, as usual), and two 
other stamps of the letter E. These are, perhaps, 
the town mark, A.ssay Master’s, and maker’s mark. 
The silver mace belonging to the City of Edinburgh, 
and known from the town records to have been made 
by George Robertson in 1617, has three marks, viz., 
the castle, the cipher G. R., and the letter G. 

The High Church plate, dated 1643, and the New- 
battle Church plate, dated 1646, and several others 
of the same date, have only the town mark, the 
•Assay Master’s mark, and that of the maker. 

At the present time, when silver of the higher 
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standard is assayed, the Britannia mark is used as 
before, to indicate that the quality is IU instead 
of the usual standard of 11.2. 

Our thanks arc due to the Assay Master, Mr. T. V. 
Pollock, for his kindness in furnishing the present 
marks; and to the representatives of the late Mr. 
W. J. Cripps, OB., for permitting us to include some 
authorities given by the late Mr. J. II. Sanderson for 
the Tables of Edinburgh Flail Marks, the property 
in which had passed to that gentleman. 

THE MARK FOR FOREIGN PLATE. 

The assay mark under the Order in Council of 
1904 for foreign plate was for gold : — 

(St Andrew's Cross.) 



And for silver: — 
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In 1784 the Duty Mark of the Sovereign's Head was added. t The O is repeated according to the Minutes. 




























































T04 


HALL MARKS ON PLATE. 


EDINBURGH EXAMPLES. 



George Robertson, maker 
of the mace of the city 
in 1617.— Mr. J.H. San¬ 
derson's Paper , Trans¬ 
actions of the Society 
of Antiquaries , Scot¬ 
land, vol. iv. p. 543, 
and plate xx. 

“ On the Dalkeith Church 
plate there is no date, 
but it is known from 
the records to be older 
than that of Newbattle ” 
(dated 1646).— I hid. 

From the plate belong¬ 
ing to Trinity College 
Church, Edinburgh, 
bearing date 1663.— 
Ibid. (The castle is 
omitted by mistake in 
the cut.) 

On a Quaigh, hemi¬ 
spherical bowl with flat 
projecting handles, on 
one A C, on the other 
I M C L; engraved out¬ 
side with full-blown 
roses and lilies. The 
initials I M C L are found 
as a maker on the 
Glasgow Sugar Castor. 
Date 1713.— Earl of 
Breadalbane. 
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M2 S HS El 


On a Table Spoon, 
French pattern, rat’s 
tail. On back of 
spoon are four 
marks: (1) maker’s 
unknown; (2) castle; 

(3) deacon’s mark; 

(4) date-letter U. 
Date 1749 .—Earl of 
Breadalbane. 

On a Dessert Spoon, 
French pattern. The 
date-letter is the old 
English C of 1757, 
showing that the 
thistle was used in 
this year, as before 


stated. Maker un¬ 
known. Date 1757. 

—Earl of Breadal¬ 
bane. 

1 

Maker’s name un¬ 

'll 

known. Date 1766. 

—Earl of Breadal¬ 


bane. 


1 Spoon. Date 1837.— 


J /. P. Stoll , Esq. 



15 
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GLASGOW. 

The arms of the city of Glasgow are:— Argent^ 
an a mount in base vert , an oak tree proper , the stem 
at the base thereof surmounted by a salmon on its 
back also proper , with a signet ring in its mouth 
or; on the top of the tree a redbreast , and in the 
sinister fess point an ancient hand-bell, both also 
proper . The crest is:— The half-length figure of 
Si. Kcntigern affroniee vested and mitred , his right 
hand raised in the act of benediction , and in his 
left a crosier , all proper . The supporters:— Two 
salmon proper , each holding in its mouth a signet 
ring proper . Motto, LET GLASGOW FLOURISH. 

The ancient marks on plate made at Glasgow 
previous to the Act of 1819, were:-—1. The city 
arms, a tree with a hand-bell on one side and some¬ 
times a letter G on the other, a bird on the top 
branch, and a fish across the trunk holding a ring in 
its month, enclosed in a very small oval escutcheon. 
2 . The maker’s initials frequently repeated. 3* A 
date-letter, but it is at present only possible to 
assign correct dates for a very few years. 

Glasgow was made an assay town by the 59 Geo, 
Hi. (May, 1S19). The district comprised Glasgow 
and forty miles round, and it was directed that all 
plate made in the district should be assayed at that 
office. The peculiar mark of the Glasgow Company 
is a tree growing out of a mount, with a bell pendant 
on the sinister branch, a bird on the top branch, and 
across the trunk of the tree a salmon holding in its 
mouth a signet ring. 

The marks used on the silver plate stamped at 
Glasgow, since the Act of 1819, are: — 

r. The Standard , a lion rampant. The present 
form of which is: — 
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2. The Hall Mark , being the arms of the city, a 
tree, fish, bird, and bell. 



3. The Thistle , has been used as an additional 
mark on gold of eighteen and twenty-two carats, 
and on silver. 

4. The Maker's Mark y viz., his initials. 

5. The Date Mark , or variable letter, changed on 
July 1 in every year. 

6. The Duty Mark of the sovereign’s head. Abol¬ 
ished 1890. 

For gold of twenty-two and eighteen carats the 
figures 22 or 18 are added, and for silver of the 
New Standard Britannia is added. 

The Scottish Act of 6 and 9 Wm. IV (1836-7) in 
some respects extended to Glasgow, although it is 
generally regulated by the 59 of George III; but 
they have not adopted the marks prescribed by this 
statute of 1836, and continue those previously in 
use. The only difference, however, is that the lion 
rampant takes the place of the thistle. 

The lower gold standards of fifteen, twelve and 
nine carats bears the marks of 625, 15; .5, 12; and 
-3/5, 9, respectively, together with the tree, fish, bird 
and bell, and the date letter. 
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The Mark for Foreign Plate under the Order in 
Council of 1904 was for gold : — 

(Bishop's Mitre.) 



And for silver : — 



The assay mark of this Office was, by the before- 
mentioned Order of 1906* for foreign plate for 
gold : — 

(Double block letter F inverted*) 



And for silver: — 



The Assay Master, Mr, D, D, Graham, has been 
good enough to furnish particulars of the present 
marks. 

















GLASGOW ASSAY OFFICE 
LETTERS. 
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GLASGOW ASSAY OFFICE LETTERS. 


CYCLE 4* 

Script Capitals. 

CYCLE 5. 

VICTORIA, HOWARD VII & 

GEORGE V. 

GEORGE V. 

® 

1897-8 


190G-7 


1915-6 1 

m 

1923-4 

HI 

1898-9 

m 

1007-8 

m 

1916-7 



® 

1899-00 

© 

1908-9 

© 

1917-8 




1900-1 


1909-00 

© 

1918-9 



m 

1901-2 

© 

George V 

1910-1 

I 


1919-00 



m 

Edward VII 

1902-3 


1911-2 

© 

1920-1 



© 

1903-4 

© 

1912-3 


1921-2 




1904-5 

© 

1913-4 

© 

1922-3 




1905-6 


1914-5 






1. Lion ] 
2 Tr*o : 

Poor Marks. 

rampant. 

Fieri, ami Bell- 

3. Date Letter. 
i. Maker'e Mark. 
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EXAMPLES OF EARLY MARKS. 


GLASGOW. These marks 
are on the narrow rim 
of the foot of an ele¬ 
gant silver Tazza, 
chased in centre with 
J 5 ||r bold leaf scrolls, bor- 
yw' dered with engrailed 
lines. The work is evi¬ 
dently of the time of 
Charles II., 1670 - 1680 . 
— Messrs. Hancock. 

Glasgow. These four 
stamps are found on 
an oval Silver Bo?c 
originally made to 
_ contain the wax seal 




fOl \m0 appended to a dip- 


loma granted by the 
University. Dated 
about 1700 .— In the 
possession of th$ Earl 
of Breadalbane * 
Glasgow. On a Sugar 
Castor, chased with 
festoons of roses. This 
maker’s initials are 
also found engraved 
on the handle of a 
Quaigh of Edinburgh, 
make of 1713 .— The 
Earl of Breadalbane. 



* This mark should probably be M & C-, for Silversmiths 
who had shop in Glasgow about 1776, 


10 














SCOTTISH PROVINCIAL MARKS. 


ABERDEEN. 


The arms of this city are:— Gules y three towers 
trifle towered , within a double tress me flowered and 
counter-flowered argent. The supporters are:-— 
7 wo leopards proper . Motto, BON ACCORD, 

The town arms of three towers, triple towered* 
sometimes two and one, and sometimes one and two, 
was also used in the eighteenth century. 

The Town Assay Office mark adopted at Aber¬ 
deen consisted of two or more of the letters in the 
word, thus the letters A B D, with a mark of con¬ 
traction above, and later A B D N, as in the fol¬ 
lowing example: 


o&iT. c AdMI 



Aberdeen. On a Table 
Spoon, handle turned up, 
and ridges in front of 
stem, elongated oval bowl, 
date about i; 8 o ,—Earl 
of Breadalbane . 

Aberdeen. On a small 
Caddy Spoon. Circd 
1880 .— W.K. Macdonald , 
Esq. 
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ARBROATH. 


The arms of this burgh are:— A portcullis 
beneath a wreath of laurel. 

These arms were used as a hall mark on the silver 
worked at this place. 


Arbroath. On Fork, with shell 
pattern. Circa 1880 .— W. K. 
Macdonald , Esq. 



BANFF. 


A matrix in the office of the Town Clerk of Banff 
bears an oval-shaped seal of a boar passant, “In¬ 
signia Urbis Banfiensis.”— Laing's Seals. 

The arms of the town of Banff are:— Gules , the 
virgin standing and holding the infant Christ. 

The mark used in this burgh varied very much, 
but it generally consisted of the name BANFF, or 
a contraction thereof. 


EXAMPLES. 


BA IA 


Banff. Dessert Spoon, 
French pattern.— Earl 
of Breadalbane. 


® GEl [BANE (D ® kS? hS ™Earl of 


BANFF. Dessert Spoon, 
French pattern, with 
king’s head.— Earl of 
Breadalbane. 


in 


Banff. Table Spoon, 
French pattern. —Earl 
of Breadalbane. 



BANFF. Table Spoon, 
French pattern, with 
king’s head.— Earl of 
Breadalbane. 
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DUNDEE (Angus). 

The arms are:— Azure, a pot of lilies argent . 
Crest :—A lily argent . Supporters :—Tzuo dragons 
vert, tails knotted together below shield , Motto, 
Dei Donum. 

The town mark adopted by the Dundee Assay 
Offices is a pot with two handles containing three 
lilies, as shown in the following 


EXAMPLES 

Dundee. On a pair of 
Sugar Tongs, shell and 
IwlI (v 4 >) fr£>:) fiddle pattern, about 

1880 .—Earl of Breadid- 
bane. 




Dundee. On a Table 
Spoon, oval bowl, rat's 
tail, flat stem, leaf- 
shaped end, date, circa 
1660 .—Earl of Brcadal- 
bane. 


GMJ fc) in 


Dundee. Tea Spoon, 
fiddle head, last cen¬ 
tury .—Earl of Breadal- 
bane. 



Dundee. Small Spoon, 
nineteenth century* — 
W. Ah Macdonald , Esq. 

















ELGIN. 

ELGIN. 


II/ 


The arms of the burgh of Elgin are:— A bishop 
standing , holding in his dexter bond an open book y 
and in his sinister a bishop's crosier. 

The assay towns of Aberdeen, Inverness and 
Banff in the adjoining counties adopted abbrevia¬ 
tions of their names, usually the first two or three 
and the last letters, thus: ABDN, INS, and BA; 
hence, on the same principle, Elgin used ELN. 

The annexed marks are 
on a Table Spoon, 
with oval bowl, the 
end of the handle or 



stem turned upwards 
/&S, w ith a ridge down 
the centre: a form 
in use from about 
1730 to 1760 .— In the 
Earl of Breadal- 
bane's Collection. 


GREENOCK. 

Several marks were used in this burgh. Some¬ 
times a ship in full sail, sometimes an anchor, and 
sometimes a green oak. The whole of these marks 
are occasionally found on a single article. 

The arms are:— A three-masted ship in full sail , 
in base on a quay y two men rolling casks , all proper. 

INVERNESS. 










INS ESS 


the town. A dromedary or camel, and a cornucopia, 
were also sometimes employed. 

The arms of this royal burgh are:— Gules , on a 
cross Calvary the Saviour proper. But on the seal 
of the burgh there appears:— A dromedary turned 
to the sinister. 

EXAMPLES 


Inverness. On a 
Tea Spoon, fiddle 
head, date about 
1S20, with a corn¬ 
ucopia, the crest of 
the town of In¬ 
verness,— Earl of 
Breadalbane. 

INVERNES S. The 
camel, one of the 
supporters of the 
city arms. On a 
large annular Scot¬ 
tish Brooch, flat, 
with engraved van- 
dykes, and a dus- 
^ ter of fine small 
annulets between 
each. Maker's mark, 
and another of the 
same, larger, as 
Deacon. Attributed 
to Chas. Jamison, 
c. 1810.— Earl of 

Breadalbane . 
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LEITH. 

From the fact of several pieces of plate having 
been bought here bearing the stamp of an anchor, 
which indicates its position as a harbour for shipping, 
we are inclined to attribute this mark to Leith. The 
circular object with rays, which accompanies it, yet 
remains to be explained, but in another example 
here adduced it is placed by the side of the thistle 
the standard mark of Scotland. The crest of Edin¬ 
burgh is an anchor wreathed about with a cable; but 
in this instance the cable is omitted. 

The arms of this port are:— A two-masted galley , 
bearing a tabernacle containing the Virgin , seated 
holding the infant Christ . 


EXAMPLES 


Leith. F i ve Tea Spoons, 
French pattern. 18 th 
c e n t u r y.— E arl of 
Breadalbane . 

Leith. Tea Spoon and 
Tongs. French pattern, 

18 th century.— Earl of 
Breadalbane. 

Leith. Caddy Spoon, 
shell shaped bowl, 
fiddle head, with Scot¬ 
tish standard mark 
and that of a pro¬ 
vincial town; no duty 
letter, but made about 
1820 , judging from 
the fashion.— Earl of 
Breadalbane. 


03IS1® 
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HALL MARKS OX PLATE. 


LEITH. A Scottish Brooch 
of conventional form, 
with circular broad 
band, plain surface, 
short pin at back with [^j jcy 
hinge and clasp; 
stamped behind with 
live marks.— Earl of 
Breadalbanc. 

MONTROSE (Angus). 

A Burgh Royal, as relative to the name, carries 
roses. Thus, in the Lyon Register, the arms arc 
given as :— Argent , a double rose gules , with helmet , 
mantling , and wreath suitable thereto. 

The town mark, in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, was therefore a rose or double rose, in a 
shield or circle. 



PERTH. 

The arms of the city of Perth {alias St. John’s 
Town) so called since the Reformation are:— An 
eagle displayed with two heads or , surmounted on 
the breast with an escutcheon gules, charged with 
the holy Lamb , passant regardant , carrying the 
banner of St. Andrew , within a double tressurc , 
flowered and counter-flowered argent, with the hack¬ 
neyed motto, Pro Rege Lege et Grege. 

Goldsmiths have been established in this city 
from early times. 

In the middle of the seventeenth century the town 
mark was the lamb bearing the banner of St. 
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Andrew. Somewhat later the double-headed eagle 
displayed had come into use, and continued to be 
used until the beginning of the present century. 


EXAMPLES. 


mi m 


On a small quaigh, 
or cup with two 
handles, date about 
1660, with these two 
marks only. The 
lamb and flag, em¬ 
blem of St. John, 
being the arms of 
St. John’s Town, as 
Perth was formerly 
called.— C. A. North , 
Esq. 



Split head Spoon. 
Date circd 1675.— 
/. H. Walters , Esq. 

On a set of Table 
Spoons, French pat¬ 
tern, with rat tail on 
back of bowl, date 
about 1760. Some 
have four marks of 
spread eagles only, 
without the shield on 
the breast, as used 
recently .—Earl of 
Breadalbane. 


17 
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RK 


On a Dessert Spoon, 
fiddle head, date 
circa, 1820 . The 
spread eagle part of 
of the City arms, on 
its breast a shield 
with the lamb and 
flag of St. John; 
made by Robert Kay, 
silversmith, at Perth, 
in 1815 .— Ditto. 

On a set of four Salt- 
Cellars, gadroon edge 
on three legs and 
claws — the seven 
marks arranged in a 
circle underneath, 
with the town mark 
in the centre, three 
maker’s initials, and 
three town marks 
round—date circd 
1810 .— Ditto. 


ST. ANDREWS (Fife). 

On a matrix of a privy seal in custody of the 
Town Clerk of St. Andrews is a wild boar passant, 
secured by a rope to a rugged staff. “Sigillum 
Secretu Civitatis Sancti Andree Aposti.” 

Another seal, affixed to a deed dated 1453 , bears 
a full-length figure of a bishop holding a crosier, 
&c. The counter seal has a figure of St. Andrew 
extended on his cross. In the lower part of the seal 
is a wild boar passant, in front of a tree, inscribed 
around, “ CURSUS (APRI) RegALIS.”— Laing's 
Ancient Seals . 
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The arms of this city are:— Gules , on a saltire 
the figure of St. Andrew , in base a ivild boar pas - 
sant y and treCy within belt inscribed DUM SPIRO 
SPERO. 


STIRLING. 

The seal is a lamb couchant on the top of a rock, 
inscribed with the motto, “OPPIDUM STERLINI.” 

The ancient seal of the Corporation bears: “ A 
bridge with a crucifix in the centre of it; men armed 
with bows on one side of the bridge, and men with 
spears on the other, and the legend, “Hie Armis 
Bruti, Scoti stant hac cruce tuti.” 

On the reverse, a fortalice surrounded with trees, 
inscribed “ Continent hoc in se nemus et castrum 
Strivilense.” 

“Burke’s General Armory” gives the arms cf the 
town, as at present used:— Azurey on a mount\ a 
castle triple towered without windows argent , 
masoned sable , the rate closed gules , surrounded 
by four oak sprigs disposed in orle of the second , 
the interstices of the field being semee of stars of 
six points each of the last , and motto as above. 

The only mark found on silver that can be as¬ 
signed to this town is a castle triple towered in 
irregular shield. 

STIRLING. On an oblong Tobacco- 
Box, engraved on the cover with two 
coats of arms surmounted by a 
ducal coronet. The town mark is a 
castle, triple towered, as described 
above, having beneath the letter S 
to distinguish it from a similar mark 
at Edinburgh. The maker’s (?) 
mark, a mermaid and star, and his 
initials G B.— Earl of Breadalbane . 








stamps are on the inside of 
a silver lid of a shell Snuff- 
Box. Date about 1800.— 
In the possession of the 
Earl of Breadalbane . 


Unknown. On a fiddle* 
head Toddy Ladle, pro¬ 
vincial mark of some town 

or badger on a wheat ear 
(?) and the letters 1. & G. 
IL —Earl of Breadalbane . 




M.Hl 


in Scotland. Made cited 
j8to. Representing an otter 




®) 


Unknown. On a seal top 
Spoon, of English or Scot¬ 
tish make, of the seven¬ 
teenth century, the baluster 
end well finished. The 
monogram inside the bowl, 
the animal on the back of 
the stem. Letters on the 
bottom, w.s .—Lady Du 
C ane. 1624, 
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Uncertain. (Query Edin¬ 
burgh.) These four marks 
are on the bottom of a Mug 
with one scroll handle, 
broad mouth, repousse pyri¬ 
form ornament round the 
lower part. The small mark 
is that of the maker, the 
other two those of the 
Deacon, probably the same 
silversmith. Date about 
1680 .— Messrs . Mackay & 
Chisholm. 




Inland. 


DUBLIN. 


CHARTER OF INCORPORATION. 

The Goldsmiths* Company of Dublin has the ex¬ 
clusive management of the assaying and marking 
of wrought gold and silver plate in Ireland. 

The harp, and subsequently (A.D. 1638 ) the harp 
crowned, was the original Hall or district mark for 
all Irish manufactured plate assayed in Dublin, and 
found to be standard, and was used long previous 
to the charter granted by Charles I., 22 nd December, 
in the year 1638 , in the thirteenth year of his reign, 
to the Corporation of Goldsmiths of Dublin, Ire¬ 
land. This charter adopted for Ireland the stan¬ 
dards then in use in England, viz., 22 karats for 
gold, and 11 oz. 2 dwts. for silver. “The harp 
crowned now appointed by his Majesty ” has been 
continued in use ever since, in pursuance of a clause 
contained in that charter, and also by the Act 23 & 
24 Geo. III., c. 23 , s. 3 ( 1784 ). 

The Journals of the Goldsmiths’ Company from 
1637 until the present time are still in existence, and 
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a complete list of the Masters and Wardens of the 
Company from that date until 1800 has been printed 
by Mr. H. F. Berry, M.A., together with the list of 
Apprentices from 1653 to 1752. 

A date mark was used in Dublin from a very 
early period, as it appears to have been in use pre¬ 
vious to the year 1638. 

DUBLIN ASSAY OFFICE LETTERS. 

The time appointed for the letter to be changed, 
and the new punches put in commission, was the 
29th or 30th, but is now the 24th, May in every year. 
This date has not been strictly adhered to, the 
changes having been made at various later periods in 
some years. 

1638 to 1729. 3 marks: harp crowned, date 

letter, and maker’s mark. 

1806 to 1807. 4 marks: harp, date letter, 

Hibernia, and maker’s initials. 

1807 to 1882. 5 marks: harp, date letter, 

Hibernia, sovereign’s head for duty, and the maker’s 
initials. 


I.—THE STANDARD (as fixed by the Act 1st 
June 1784). 

For Dublin. —Gold of 22 karats; a harp crowned 
and the numerals 22. 

Gold of 20 karats; a plume of three 
feathers and 20. 

Gold of 18 karats; a unicorn’s head 
and 18. 

Silver of 11 oz. 2 dwt.; a harp 
crowned. 




12,8 HALL marks on plate. 

The harp now used is placed in an upright oblong, 
with the corners cut off: — 



No New Standard silver is stamped in Ireland. 

THREE LOWER STANDARDS (17 and 18 Viet, 

l8S4> 

For Dublin.—On these the mark of the standard 
proper (a harp crowned) is omitted , 
and although subject to the same 
duty , the mark of the Sovereign's 
head was also withheld, but Hibernia 
is used as a Hall-mark * 

Gold of 15 karats; a stamp of 
15.625 (thousandths). 

Gold of 12 karats; a stamp of 12.5 
(thousandths). 

Gold of 9 karats; a stamp of 9.375 
(thousandths). 

For New Geneva,— Gold of 22 karats; a harp 
crowned with a bar across the 
strings and 22. 

Gold of 20 karats; a plume of two 
feathers and 20. 

Gold of 18 karats; a unicorn's head 
with collar on the neck and 18/ 

The watch manufactory at New Geneva was dis¬ 
continued about 1790, having only lasted six years. 
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II.—THE HALL MARK. 

For Dublin .—A figure of Hibernia, used since 
1730, on gold or silver of every standard. 

The figure of Hibernia is also now placed in a 
similar outline: — 


III.—THE DUTY MARK. 

The Sovereign’s Head, first used in 1807 to de¬ 
note the payment of duty on silver and on the 
higher standards of gold of 22, 20 and 18 karats; 
but not on the lower gold of 15, 12 and 9 karats, 
although paying the same duty. Discontinued on 
silver in 1890. 

IV.—THE MAKER’S MARK. 

Formerly some device, with or without the initials 
of the goldsmith; later the initials of his Christian 
and surname. 

V.— THE DATE MARK. 

From 1638, the year in which the Communion 
flagon was given by Moses Hill to Trinity College, 
Dublin, the fact is clearly established, confirmed 
also by the Charter granted by Charles I. on the 
22nd December of 1638, that a Roman letter for 
that year was adopted commencing with A. No 
other examples between 1638 and 1679 have come 
under our notice, but in the latter year we have a 

chalice with the Old English followed in 1680 



13 
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HALL MARKS ON PLATE. 


by the tankard preserved in the Merchant Taylors’ 
Company, bearing an Old English Following 
the order of the alphabet, plate was doubtless 
stamped down to 1686, finishing with 

The unsettled state of Ireland during the next six 
years will account for the cessation of work at the 

Dublin Assay Office. In 1693 the letter (next 
in succession) was adopted and continued alpha¬ 
betically down to 1 7 °°’ At this time the Act 

of William III., in 1700, reappointing the provincial 
offices for adopting the new or Britannia standard, 
and making it imperative on all the provincial offices 
to discontinue the old> may have operated in Dublin, 
where the new standard was never made, so that a 
few years may have elapsed before work was re¬ 
sumed. It appears, from no examples having been 
discovered during this period, that in 1710 the Hall 
recommenced stamping old standard plate with the 

letter next in succession (the top of the shield 

being escalloped) down to ^ in 1717, thus com¬ 
pleting the Old English alphabet. 

In 1718 a new alphabet was commenced, and as we 
have met with two court-hand letters A and C, whilst 
Mr. W. J. Cripps (“Old English Plate,” edition 1878, 
p. 419) gives a letter B in the same hand (although 
no authority is quoted in his list of specimens), we 
have adopted his suggestion, which is probably cor¬ 
rect, viz., that they represented the years 1718, 1719 
and 1720. 

In 1721 Old English letters were used, and con¬ 
tinued with uninterrupted succession (omitting J) 
from A to Z, in all twenty-five letters. In 1746 
Roman capitals commence, and we have to acknow¬ 
ledge with thanks the late Mr. Cripps’ permission to 
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introduce his arrangement of Roman capitals from 
1771 to 1820. It seems unaccountable and contrary 
to the practice of every other Assay Office to repeat 
the same character of letter in four successive cycles 
—the custom has always been to vary the style of 
alphabet in succession; but at Dublin we have 
Roman capitals from 1746 to 1845, just a century, 
the only variations in the Hall Marks being the in¬ 
troduction of the king’s head duty-mark in 1807, 
and apparently a distinctive form of shield, which, 
however, was not strictly adhered to throughout each 
cycle. The arrangement of the tables is still un¬ 
satisfactory, and it is to be hoped the promised as¬ 
sistance of the Royal Irish Academy will enable us 
to clear up the existing discrepancies. Mr. Thomas 
Ryvcs Metcalf more than twenty years ago furnished 
us with extracts from the local Acts of Parliament 
and extracts from the Minutes of the Goldsmiths’ 
Company recording the Assay Office letters and 
dates; but he could not do more than give us Roman 
capitals without any variation of tvoe, hence the 
present uncertainty, and the incompleteness of our 
Dublin Tables. The date letter is changed each 
year on the 28th May. 

THE ASSAY MARK FOR FOREIGN PLATE. 

The assay mark under the Order in Council of 
1904 for foreign plate was for gold : — 


(Shamrock.) 
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HALL JMRKS ON PLATE. 


And for silver: — 



The assay mark of this office was altered as 
follows, by the before-mentioned Order of 1906, 
for foreign plate for gold: — 


(Boujet.) 



And for silver : — 



Mr. S. W. Le Bass, the late Assay Master of the 
Goldsmiths* Company, gave us valuable information 
for previous editions of this work; and Mr. A. Le 
Bass, the present Assay Master, has most courteously 
furnished us with copies of the present marks used at 
Dublin. 



















DUBLIN ASSAY OFFICE 
LETTERS. 
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Foub Masks. 

L. Karp crowned, Plume, or Unicorn. 3. Date Letter. 

!. Maker’* Mark. 4. Hibernia. 
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EXAMPLES. 





Two Tankards pre¬ 
sented in 1680 to 
the Guild of St. 
John. Date 1680-1. 
—Merchant Tay¬ 
lors' Company. 
And a Box with 
scroll feet.— Dub¬ 
lin Exhibition. 
Piece of Plate. Date 
1725-6. — Messrs. 
Hancock . 

Mace, dated 1728. 
The top embossed 
with the royal 
arms. — Messrs. 
Hancock. 

Two-handled Cup. 
Date 1739-0.— 
Messrs. Hancock. 



Silver gilt Sugar 
Sifter. Date 1785- 
6 .—J. H. Walter , 
Esq. 


Spoon. D ate 
1803-4. — /. p. 
Stott, Esq. 
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pages. Roy. Svo, cloth. Heady during 1925. 

COLLECTOR'S HANDBOOK TO KERAMICS OF THE RENAISSANCE AND 
MODERN PERIODS. Selected from the Larger Work entitled ” The 
Keramic Gallery.” By W. £haffebs. With 250 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo, cloth, Gs. 6d. net. 

HANDBOOK TO HALL MARKS ON GOLD AND SILVER PLATE. By W 

Chaffers. With Revised Tables of Annual Date letters Employed in 
the Assay Offices of England, Scotland and Ireland. Fifth Edition. 
Edited and Extended by Major C. A. Markham, F.S.A., 1025. Crown 
8ro cloth, 7s. 6d. wet. 
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Over 1,300 Pages* 

POETICAL W0PKS OF PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 
(COMPLETE)* The Text Carefully Revised, with Notes 
and a Memoir extending to 154 pages, by William 
Michael Rossetti* Together with occasional Notes or 
Textual Revisions by Dr, K, Garnett, K. Browning, 
W. Bell Scott, A* C, Swinburne, W, Allingham, Janies 
(“ B. V,”) Thomson, E. Z. Trelawney, H. Buxton For¬ 
man and others. $ thick volumes. With Portrait, Il¬ 
lustrations and Facsimile. Crown 8vo, designed cloth, 
gilt tops, 22s, tkl, net, 

Itosactti's edition of Shdky's poems containing as it dws occasional 
notes gd variant textual renderings of so many author!ties is an indis- 
jjLMisable work for all lo?cr» of the poet. 

SHELLEY'S PRINCIPLES, Has Time Refuted or Confirmed 
Them P A Retrospect and Forecast. By Heney 3* 3alt. 
Post Bvo, paper covers. Is. net. 

POETICAL WORKS (COMPLETE) OF JAMES THOMSON 

(“B, V*”). The City of Dreadful Night, Vane’fe Story, 
Weddah and Om-el-Ronain, Voice from the Hell, and 
Poetical Remains, Edited by B, Dobell, with Memoir 
and Portrait, 2 vols., thick crown 8vo, cloth, 13s. (id. 
net. 

[William Shakespeare,] THE YOUNG MAN FROM STRAT¬ 
FORD. A Juryman’s View of the Ba co n-8 h a keep e are 
Controversy, By Henry Saint-Georqe. Portrait 
Crown 3vo, cloth, 2s* net. 

tl This ia an attempt to view the controversy from the point of view of tlm 
juryman vrho p having- heard the advocates of both iidcit has to deliver hid 
verdict for or against Bacon or Shakespeare as the cn@u may be. It is a 
fresh method of treatment and well handled too; indeed it w cue of tpL- 
an nest books we have met with on the subject.— Free mun’s Journal. 

HISTORY OF THE VIOLIN AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS 
PLAYED ON WITH A BOW, from the Remotest Times 
to the Present; also an Account of the Principal Makers, 
English and Foreign, By Wl San dy s and 3. A. Forste n , 
W r itli numerous Illustrations* Thick Bvo, cloth, offered 
at lUa, Cd, net (pub, 14s.). 

OPERA STORIES OF TO-DAY AND YESTERDAY, Retold 
Act by Act (i ncl udi ng Wagner’w M The Ring ’ ! Oper aa)* 
By Ejimqndstounb Duncan. Complete, cloth, 4^, Gd 
net^ or in 2 vols,, paper, Is* 6d, ttet each. 

BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL STUDIES* By James 
Thomson ( u B. VP*). 483 pages, crown 8vo, cloth, 7a. Cd. 
net. 















LORD CHESTERFIELD S LETTERS WRITTEN TO HIS 

SON. Edited, with occasional Elucidatory Notes, Trans¬ 
lations of all the Latin, French and Italian Quotations 
and a Biographical Notice of the Author. By Charles 
Stokes Caret. With Portrait. Over SOU pages. Two 
thick volumes. Crown ttvo, cloth, 12s. ui. /ice.. 

The literary reputation of Chesterfield rests on the letters. Their shrewd¬ 
ness, wit and punty of style are universally admitted; their moral tone is 
more disputable, but modem criticism iias tended to modify Johnson’s 
severe strictures. 

THE BEST TERRIBLE TALES, from the German, French, 
Italian and {Spanish. By Authors of Repute, many 
being; especially Translated lor this Collection and ap¬ 
pearing here for the First Time in English. Over 1/0 
page** in each volume, the set of 4 vols., tastefully bound 
in cloth, 10s. net . 

Preface reads: In this collection of Terrible Tales I have gathered 
together the best with which 1 am acquainted in the various languages. 
\ cry maiiy of them, so fur as 1 kuow f , have never belore appeared in Eng¬ 
lish. The Tales are told by masters of the cralt ol story-telling, and are 
such as, it seems to me, must prove interesting to ail. For ordinary 
humanity the terrible will always possess a fascination, and we find tue 
beBt literary men o! all oouutnes and all times availing themselves of it 
in order to amuse their readers. French, German, Italian and Spanish 
authors have exerted themselves in the composition of such pieces, with 
wnat success 1 leave the reader of Terrible tales to judge. 

Folk-lore of the Basutos. 

BASUTOLAND: ITS LEGENDS AND CUSTOMS. By M. 
Martin. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. (xi. net . 

The author as the wife of a Basutoland Government official, spent many 
years in tue large tract in South Africa reserved fur this remarkable 
race. Both her nusbaud and herself moving continually amongst the 
natives and living in no less than ten different homes during the period 
oi their official uutics, had peculiar opportunities lor studying the cus 
toms and folk-lore of the natives. 

BABES AND INFANTS : Their Foods, and Notes on Manage¬ 
ment. A Book for Mothers, Nurses, and Those having 
the Care of Children. By Frederic Mercer, Physician. 
Post 8vo, paper covers, Ud. net. 

Preface says : My life as a medical practitioner of nearly twenty years’ 
standing and experience, has taught me that there is a great deficiency of 
knowledge as to the correct method of rearing infants. It is sad to think 
that half the children who die under one year of age, do so from improper 
feeding; and still more melancholy is the knowledge that this mortality is, 
if not entirely preventable, capable of diminution. With the latter object 
in view I have written this small book, cto. 

DISCOURSES ON POSITIVE RELIGION. By J. H. Bridges, 
M.B. Second Edition. 8vo, paper covers, Is. Ckl. net. 




"The Keystone of all tee Occult Sciences/' 
ANIMAL MAGNETISM OR MESMERISM AND ITS PHENO¬ 
MENA. By the late William Giusooky, M.D., F.tt.S.E, 
Fifth Edition. With Introduction by “ M,A. Oxon,” 
Over 2oU pages, Svo, doth, 7s. 6d, net . 

Frofe&»ur Gregory's wurk Las well been described as ,E the keystone of 
all the occult sciences " ami us a ttumiurd work oil mcsmerirthi hum hi way u 
held its place. Many chapters full of interest Lear on some ot the iami' 
lar phenomena of npiriEuniuim — Clairvoyance, Lucid Previbion, Mesmeric 
Trance, etc—a,a well a a othera dealing with the more obscure phenomena 
under suoh headings a a lTcmouLtiosis, Fred it ions, Mesmeric Sensitive^ 
ijcli-induced Trance, (Jd tbroe, Fit re no-iiedme rism, The Mourn e rim tig of 
Anlmula, The Healing Power of Mesmerism, Odjle, Visions in Crystals, 
Medical Clairvoyance, Extauis* In fact* the Work is a store-iuine ol in 
iorrn at ion for the student of the occult. 

DECISIVE BATTLES OP INDIA, From 1746 to 1849 in- 
elusive. By Colonel G. B. Mallkson, C,S.l. Portrait, 
Map and Four Plans. Fourth Edition* Thick Svo, 
dotiij 10s. 6d. net. 

Tflkia volume contains the story of the conquest of the several race* of 
India hy our country men, and in no other hiatory is the story of how we 
won India told with more attention to the real umiHea of our action, and 
w ith greater resolve to toll the i/thule truth W ithout respect of persona, tin 
the appearance of the work it was seen to be oi such interna and import¬ 
ance tymt tnc Ti/fttw devoted to it a leading article. .Suite then three large 
editions have been told and the work is now available in a fourth edition, 

FLAGELLATION AND THE FLAGELLANTS. A History ol 
the Rod in all Countries, from the Earliest Period. By 
the Key. W. M. Cooper. With numerous curious Illus¬ 
trations, full-page and otherwise. 540 pages, thick 
crown Svo, cloth, 12s. (kl. net, 

A True History of the liod as an instrument for correctional purposes 
in the Church, the State, mid the Family, 

THE SPIRIT OF MUSIC FROM EAST TO WEST IN 
NATURE, ART AND LEGEND, Penned in 10 Articles 
lor General Heading, with Drawings of Eastern Musical 
Instruments. By G, i\ Queen (author of “ Some Aspect* 
of Chinese Music”). Crown Svo, cloth, 4s, 0<L fief. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NOTES AND QUERIES. An Illus¬ 
trated Antiquarian Quarterly, Edited by C, A ( Mahk~ 
ham, F.S.A., author of “Pewter Marks and Old Pewter 
Ware”; editor of “Chaffers’ Hall-Marks on Gold‘and 
Silver Plate,” etc,). New Series, Yol. IV, dating from 
July, 1912 (S numbers and Index), Svo, 18s. net. 
Single numbers can be purchased. 




















ENGLISH HERALDRY. Specially Prepared for flic Use of 
Students. By ChART.es Boutell. Eleventh Edition. Ed¬ 
ited and Revised with Additions (including New Orders), 
by A. C. Fox-Davifs. Nearly 500 Illustrations, 367 
pages. Crown 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. net. 

Contents. —Introduction—Early Heraldic Authorities—English Heraldry 
br now Existing—Grammar of Heraldry—Marshalling—Cadency—Differ¬ 
encing—Crests—Badges—Supporter*—Flags—Royal Heraldry—Orders of 
Knighthood—Precedence— Genealogies—'The College of Arm*—Coin*—Seal*, 
ete.. etc. 

This volume, eminently suitable for the use of students nt an rnrly 
period of their study of English Heraldry, commend* itself also to those 
inouirers who may desire some general information on the same subjects, 
without having any intention to devote to Heraldry too much of their 
time or *eriou* regard. 

Tn sonar ably associated with the History of our Country. English 
Heraldry has the strongest elaims upon the attention not onlv of all 
Historians, but also of all who desire to become familiar with their 
writings. Tn like manner. Heraldry may be studied with no less of ad¬ 
vantage than of satisfaction by all Artists, whether Architects, Sculptor*. 
Painters or Engravers, nor is it too much to assert that a knowledge of 
Heraldry, in consequence of its singular and comprehensive utility, ought 
to be estimated as a necessary element of a liberal education 

RURAL RIDES in the Counties of Surrey, Kent, Sussex, 
Hants, Wilts, Gloucester. Berks-., Oxford, Bucks, Somer¬ 
set, Hereford, Salop, Worcester, Stafford, Leicester, 
Hertford, Essex, Suffolk. Norfolk, Cambridge, Hunting¬ 
don, Nottingham, Lincoln, York, Lancaster, Durham 
and Northumberland, during the Years 1821 to 1832. 
Bv William Cothiftt. With Economical and Political 
Observations. Edited with Life, New Notes, and the 
Addition of a Copious Index. New Edition by Pitt Coij- 
bf.tt. Map and Portrait, xlviii and 806 pages, 2 vols., 
crown 8 vo, cloth, gilt, 15s. net. 

If wo regard these rnrnl ride* ns a whole, wo shall find in thorn an 
Accurate picture of social and domestic life in England, which it would 
1m* difficult to find elsewhere Although a keen politician, everyone at 
all acquainted with Cohbett’s writings must have observed hi* passionate 
sympathy with all rural occupations. Ib* wrote on such subject* with 
nil the yearnings of first love: the reader feels the breexo fanning his 
check, he smell* the heather and the young hawthorn, and he hear* the 
song of bird* on every side, and there is a homely vigour in his style 
which i* perfectly delightful in this age of artificial refinement. Our com¬ 
panion throughout the book i* a man who thoroughly understands what he 
is describing with all the experience of a farmer, and with all the keen 
observation of a naturalist. For this reason no lover of country pursuits 
can take up " Rural Ride* " without a new interest and delight. 

“ Cobbett’s * Rural Rides ’ is to us a delightful book, but it is one which 
few people know. We arc not sure that up to the present time it was 
possible to get a nice edition of it. We are therefore glad to see that 
Messrs. Reeves and Turner’s recently published edition is a very creditable 
production, two handy well-filled volume*,”— Gardening. 







ARMS AND ARMOUR IN ANTIQUITY AND THE MIDDLE 
AGES ; also a Descriptive Notice of Modern Weapons* 
By CnARX.Es Boxjtell. Translated from the French ef 
M. P. Laoombe, With a Prefare, Notes* and an Addi¬ 
tional Chapter on Arms and Armour in England. A 
New Edition. With numerous added Illustrations of fine 
Specimens from the Collections of Sir Noel Pa ton, Lord 
Zouche, Windsor Castle, etc.* etc. Crown 8vo, doth, 
7s. 6d. net. 

Contents.—W eapons nf the Stone Age—Arm* and Armour of th« Bmn&o 
Age—Of the Greeks and Persian a—Of the Romans—Decoration of Ancient 
Anna and Armour—Weapons of SftTago Paces—Of the Middle Ages—Of the 
Transit ion Era—Arm* and Armour in England—Modern Arina, etc., etc. 

Popular Antiquities of Great Britain. 

FAITHS AND FOLKLORE. A Dictionary of National Be¬ 
liefs, Superstitions and Popular Customs, Past and 
Current, with their Classical and Foreign Analogues, 
Described and Illustrated, Forming a New Edition of 
“The Popular Antiquities of Great Britain,* 1 by Brand 
and Ellis. Largely extended, corrected, brought down 
to the present time, and now first alphabetically 
arranged, by W. Carew Hazlitt. 2 vols., 8vo, cloth, 
23s. net. 

HAUNTED HOMES AND FAMILY TRADITIONS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN. By J. H. Ingram:. With Illustrations. The 
Two Series in one thick volume. Crown Svo, cloth, 
7s. Gd. net. 

The eolkotloti of strange stories mid weird traditions has not been com¬ 
piled with a view to eircftUng wt /risatm nouveau, but to serve as n guide to 
the geography of Gbostland— :l Handbook to the Haunted Hoinee of Grrjit 
Britain. 

*' D is a book that will be welcomed, not only by the general render, but 
the literary student and lover of antiquities will no doubt be glftd to odd 
it to bia reference library, for it is the means of preserving curious tradi¬ 
tions associated with sonic one hundred and fifty of the moat interesting 
spots in the country. The mystery of J Epworth Pairsonflge 1 is really an 
unaccountable thing. We cannot doubt the relation, for it is from* the 
words of John Wesley himself, and the victims were the members of his own 
family/'— The Schoolmaster. 


Kindly Note the various Catalogues Issued, 

A General Literature, Art, Economies and Freemasonry. 

B Musical Literature {Biography, History, Criticism, /Es¬ 
thetics, Essays, Organ, Orchestra, Piano, Violin, etc.) 
C Music (Songs, Music for the Piano, Organ, Violin, Man¬ 
doline, etc.), in sheet form and in bound volumes. 

D Social and Political Books and Pamphlets. 

E Masonic Text Books, Rituals, etc. 
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